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Gal. 4- 16. Am 1 therefore become your Enemy, becanſe I tell you the Truth 2 . 
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Church, ſeeing theſe our fad divifions, and not ſeeing thoſe of the Roman Church, 
- their groſs Superſtitions ( which their Prieſts conceal till they have got men faſt) are eaſily | 
- ſeduced by their pretended Unity, and daily fall from us. This makes my heart to bleed, ,,| 


C 
ET TET77 mx _—— 


Lo ome T_T 
| Lords and Commons 


Aſſembled in PaxLiament. 


TY Lords and Noble Gentlemen, You have fully expreſſed y@-:r Zeal to God and his 
Church, in making Laws for Unity in Faith, and Uniformity in Diſcipline ; for, | 
+ as our Saviour ſaid, 4 Kyznzdom divided againſt it ſelf, cannot ſtand; 1o the fame 
may certainly be {aid of .a Church, the reaſon being the ſame tor both: And F FP”: 
call the Searcher of all hearts, the God of life and death, to witneſs, that I would moſt rea- } 
db» yea, moſt joyfully ſacrifice all T have in this world, my life and all, that all Noz:Con- 
formiſts were reduced ro our Church. But it falls out moſt fadly, that your Laws have not Y 
the deſired efeR, our Church is more and more divided ; ſuch 1s the perverſe nature of mang}, 
Niti in Vetitim, obſtinately to oppoſe Authority; eſpecially when they can pretend the.co- f. 
lour of Religion and Conſcience ; this carries ſo great an applauſe among the Vulgar till 
envious at Superiors ) that it is, as it were Nuts to an Ape, {weeter to them thin 
any other thing this world affords : for the enjoyment of this , they will endure any 
thing , impriſonment, loſs of goods, yea, ſometime of life alſo. And this is jt which 
mainly nouriſhes our Diviſions, gives great advantage. to the growth of Popery , and 
threatens the total ruine of our Church. Many who were formerly very zealous for Fr 
r 


and my ſoul with anguiſh ready to expire, rather than live to ſee that diſmal day of relapſe,”? 
into their manifold Idolatries. Wherefore I humbled my Soul before God in faſting > OY 
rayer, begging daily the affiſtance of his holy Spirit, to diret me to ſome healingSalve FJ 
for theſe our bleeding Wounds : andtherefore I have ſome reaſon to believe, that what 1s 
contained in theſe following Papers, comes from the great goodneſs of God, who never fails 
thoſe who ſeek him in humility and ſincerity both, which 1am confident I have done; and _ 
this I am ſure of, that no worldly deſigns have moved me to this, but have often tempted 
me to give it over; Iamallo ſure, that here is nothing contained therein, which is contra. : 
ry tothe known Laws of the Land: in this only I confeſs I have tranſgrefſed, in putting wY ? 
forth without Licence ; and for this I beg of God and you, as Nazman did of Eliſha, In this |” 
thing the Lord and you pardon your Servant ; and I hope you will ſay unto me as Eliſha did 
unto Vaaman, Go is peare: AndlI farther hope, this ſhall not caſt fuch a prejudice upon 
It, as to make you caſt it by, or read it with diſguſt. I do not expect you ſhould approve 
any thing upon the account of my qny God in this, but upon my Reaſons alledged ; nor 
do I expet that upon my Reaſons you ſhould approve all : yer I beſeech you ſeriouſly con- } : 
lider all, and God of his infinite goodnels direct you to that which may make for the Unity |}; : 
of our Church, by yielding to weak Ones ( if not wilful Ones alſo) as far as your Reaſon FF: 
and Conſcience will permit : ſure you cannot ſo loith all condeſcenfion, as not toloath more F* 
and.dereſt Papal confuſion, which certainly comes on apace by our diviſion ; and of two. | 
Evils, both Reaſon and Religion require us to chuſe the leſs. Now doubtleſs you cannot. 
think condeſcenſion (if evil atall, ſurenot) fo evil as Papal Idolatry ; and that Papiſtry 
is Idolatry, is ſo clearly proved by our Learned Dr. S:i/l;zgfleer, as it were loſt labour to lay 
more of it. Condeſcenſion may ſeem in ſome reſpects imprudent, . but whether in this 
conjuncture of affairs imprudent, I beſeech you again conſider well. The Wiſeſt men have 
changed their Counſels and Reſolves upon ſecond thoughts, much more upon experience, 4 
and approaching evils not at firſt diſcovered. It is a common thing with Princes when F 
they find their main enemies power encreaſe much, to make peace with leſſer enemies, Wn Þ} 
conditions never before to be endured ; Selt-preſervation being the prime Principle in all * Þ 
Creatures rational and irrational, {ſpringing from Nature it {elf, it ſhould in nature.and rea- E þ 
lon over-ballance any other conſideration ; and whatever is done to rhis end, if nor finfl ly 4: 
done, mult needs be wiſely done. 'I moſt humbly belecch the All-wiſe God, and {ole giver 
of wiſdom, to pour down his Holy and Wiſe Spirit upon you. Amer: .} 
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Hriſtian Reader, /o I term you, hoping you have in ſome meaſure the Spirit of Chriſt,and | 
| a: fire it more, the ſpirit of meekneſs, humility, charity, not to cenſure my errors, and in- | 
WF” 1 weigh againſt them, but to pity and endeavour 70 rectifie them, if you find any; and 1 afe | 
ure you in the word of a Chriſtian, I ſhall be far more ready to recant, than to vent an er- | 
ror : If yo.t be not thus Chriſtianly diſpoſed, Iearneſtly beſeech you read no further, for Tam ſure you 
will be diſpleas'd with it : and can you think it wiſdom to rum your ſelf into diſpleaſure ? exjoy your 
| preſent quiet, aud let me reſt. But if you be ſo Chriſtianty diſpoſed as I mentioned, then I as earneſtly 
' beg of you to proceed, to diſcover my errors and amend them. But perchance you will 25k who I am, | 
why did not 1tell you, by putting my name to this Pamphlet ? Twill ingennouſly confeſs the cauſe, [ 
| am a weak man, of oreat Paſſions, not able to bear Commendations or Reproach , my ſmall ability 
> puts me out of danger of the firſt, but tn great fear of the latter. Why ther was I ſo forward to pio- 
"liſh my weakneſs ? to have it cured ; yet truly I have not been very forward, for it is now above two | 
 |-"9-4rs fince 1 had theſe thoughts, in which time I have read and conferred all I could to diſcover if I 
were in an error, but for all I yet could meet with, do not find it ſo, but hope allI fayis truth, and. 
that it may be uſeful to the Pablick, in this preſent conjuntture of affairs. Therefore I proceed, | 
and inthe next place moſt humbly beſcech all that read this, to lay aſide all byafs of intereſt or edu- | 
. Cation, both are very great, 1 am ſure I found it ſo very long before I could maſter them, and that | 
of education moſt difficult ; were it not [o, there conld not be that difference of opinion 1m Chriſtian | 
' | Religion, all allowing the Bible for the Rule of Faith, the Papiſfs themſelves do not reject it, but 
| 44d t9 it the authority of the Church. I verily believe there are thouſands of Papiſts, Lutherans, | 
! Calviniſts, both Learned and Religions, who would lay down ther lives for the truth they profeſs, | 
| and yet are divided in opinion meerly by education, having in their youth fo imprinted their own | 
| " opinions in their mind, as you may ſooner ſeparate their body, than their opinion from their Soul. 
Nay, I have heard, that among the Turks there are many wiſe and moderate per ſons that are as zea- 
lous to maintain their ridiculous Ficoran as, we our Bible 3 which cannot proceed from any thing 
but the [trons byaſs of education, which ſo wheels about and intoxicates their brain. And to ſay 
fomemhat more particular of our own Nation here, Thofe that have been educated in that way as to fit 
at the Communion, and baptize their Childreirwithout the Croſs, had rather omit theſe Sacraments, 
; than uſe K neeling or the Croſs ; and thoſe that have been educated in Kpeeling and Croſſing, though | 
| þ. they acknowledge they are meer Ceremontes indifferent, yet had rather omit the Sacraments, than 
F omit the Ceremonies, j'ſt as if a man had rather ſtarve than eat bread baked ina Pan, becauſe he 
hath uſed bread baked in an Oven. So that R-ligion in many is really but their humour, fancy paſ- | 
| ſeth for reaſon, and ciſtom is more prevalent than any argument. This is the thing which makes me 
''| fear I ſhall meet with very few that wi'l calmly and indifferently conſider what Inrite, but will oy ; 
f ſently ſtartle at it as new aud croſs to their Genius, or to their intereſt, or their reputation, which 
| they value above all, I mean the eſteem and kindn'fs of their beſt friends and acquaintance, whoſe | - 
| taunts and reproach they cannot bear ; but I humbly beſeech them to pauſe. a while, and lay it by till 
* the paſſion be over, till they have maſtered all theſe difficulties. T hbeſeech them to ſet before their | 
þ eyes the beauty, the honour, the ſtedfaſtneſs of Truth, the comfort, the delight} the everlaſting feli- | 
"City of a clear and reitified Conſcience ; then reſume it and conſider again. But they cry Piſh, "tis | 
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= pot worth it, "tis a ridiculous toy, and ſavours ſomething of the Seftarian : 1 grant there are ſome 
'| things amons' the Settarians I approve of, I will not rejett and condemn any truth uttered, or any 
good ation performed, though ſaid and done by the Devil. Tronſider the things, and if good, em- 
*þ brace them, whoever utters them, though 1 deteſt his errors in other things : Tou will ſay the ſame ; | 
| then Tb:ſcech you do the ſame; conſider what T ſay ſimply in it ſelf, whether the Papiſts or Ant 
baptiſts {ay the ſame, it matters not z, I hope you will not reject Chriſt, becauſe they both profeſs 
him; Bat a after all your ſerious, patient, unbiaſt conſideration, you find it an erroneous contem- | 
prible Pamphlet, yet contemn not the perſon that wrote it in the ſincerity of his heart, leſt you re-\ 
# egjve the 7 69 meaſcre again from Chriſt, who hath aſſured us, that ſhall be his rule, to mete unto| 
F425 thelike, . Chriſt died for the ſalvation of my poor ſoul as well as yours, contemn it not there-\ 
t fore, but endeavour to reftifie i! ; if God hath grven youmore knowledge and wiſaom than me, be | 
E .nof high-minded but fear, and let him that ſtands, take heed leſt he fall. Thus I pray for | 
a -y0u, do you the like for me, and however we differ in pinion, let us accord in Charity, and it | 


” Chriſt Teſws the Redeemer of us all. Amen. 
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| Concerning Articles of Faith, 


rx Hat which we commonly call the Apoſtles Creed, if it were not Compoſed 
=> by them, yer certainly by Primitive and Apoſtolick Men, ang propoſed 
33 2s the Summ of Chriſtian Faith, 'the Summ total neceſſary to Salvation ; 
/ BER E711 It cant befuppoſed they left out any thing which they thought neceſſary 
Ly WES [239729 to Salvation, they might as well have omitted halfor all : as one Com- 
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ademonſtration being as a Candle to give Light ; if then your demonſtration or deduCtion, or his 


underſtanding be not clear, or he not learned, you may with a Club daſh out his brains, bur never 
clear them. He then that believes the Scripture, can't but believe what you clearly demonſtrate 


| from Scripture, if he hath clear brains ; ifhe hath not, your force may puzle and pudle his braitis 


more by the patſion of anger and hatred, make him abhor you and your arguments, bur never 
lovingly embrace you or them: and thus you rhay hazard his Soul by hatred, and your own Soul 
alſo by provoking him to ir, bur never fave his Soul by a true belief. Bur perchance you will con- 
clude, he dorh not believe the Scripture, becanſe he doth nat believe your arguments from Scrip- 
ture; (a ſtrange concluſion) but what then? would you, can you force him to believe the Scrip- 
ture? can you drive Faith like a nail into his head or heart with a hammer? nay, tis not ina mans 


. own powerto make himſelf believe any thing farther than his reaſon ſhews him, much leſs divine 


things; this is the peculiar work of Grace; and if Faith be the gift of God,your argument Cannot 
give it, nor your Hammer force it ; Arguments may be good Inducements, and if right, will pre- 
vail with thoſe to believe whom God hath ordained to Eternal Life, but no other ; Preaching the 
Word is the means God himſelf hath appointed, bur as for force, I can't find in the Goſpel either 
commandment or countenance piven for it. If the Scripture command to ſpeak the truth in love, 
to inſtruct our Brother in the ſpirit of meekneſs, ifwe are tapray and beſeech him to receive the 
grace of God, can any thing be more contrary to Scripture Rule, than force and violence? ro 
what purpd'e thenis force, ſince it cannot make him believe the Goſpel? and if he doth believe 
the Gofpel, he will, Iam ſure, he cannot chuſe but believe what you clearly ſhew himis contain- 
ed there ((uppoſing his brain to be clear); andIam allo ſure, if he believe what is clearly contain- 


_ ed; heneed not believeany thing elſe. The Scriptureis our Rule of Faith compleat and full, the 


Scripture it {elf tells us ſo, Fohn 20, 31.. Theſe things are written that you might believe, and believin; 
ge might have life; and our Saviour tells us, That :n them we have Eternal Life, Fohu 5.39. and the 
2 Tim.3.15. St. Paxl tells us, The Scriptures are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation through Faith, 


. -which is in Chriſt Feſus ; all Scriptare ts given by inſpiration of God, and is profitable for doftri, for re- 


proof, for correftion, for inſiruition in righteouſneſs, that the man of God may be p:rfett, throughly fur- 
niſhed unto all good works. And I beſeech all men furtherro conſider what is ſaid, Dewt. 12.32, Tho! 


'ſhalt not add thereto nor d:miniſh from it ; and likewiſe how they will avoid the Curſe in the laſt of 


'the Revelations, if they add to the words there written ; and ſurely'tis the ſame Crime to add to 


any other Book of Scripture. If it be anſ{wered,They do not require usto believe it to be Scripture. 


I reply, They require men to believe it as Scripture,with Divine Faith, which is as bad, they make 


- their own words equal with Gods word ; or if they ſay, they require not Divine Faith, thenIam 
ſure it is no matter of Salvation whether believe it or no, humane Faith cannot ſave. Thus you 


ſee how impertinent, how irrational, how impious it is, to require a man to believe any thing 


\ more than is clearly contained in Scripture ; and if it be clearly contained there, he that believes 
"Scripture and (ces it clearly contained rhere, can't but believe 1t ; if he donor lee it clearly con- 
* tained there, you can't force either his ſight or his Faith. Your force may make him blinder, but 


never ſee clearer, may make him an Hypocrite, no true Convert. | 


Again, Ideſire all Men ſoberly to conſider. Are not the prime and moſt neceffary Principles 
of Faith, the Trinity, three Perſons and one God, the Incarnation of Jetus Chriſt, the ſame 
perſon to be God and Man, the Reſurrection of the Dead, that we ſhall riſe with the ſame Bo- 
dy, whenone Body pay be caten and converted into ſeveral Bodies, and ſuch like : Are they 
not things far above the higheſt reaſon and ſharpeſt underſtanding that ever had Man ; yet we 


© believe them, becauſe God ( who cannotlye ) hath declared them: 1s it not then a ſtrange 


thing for any Man to take upon him to declare one tittle more of them than God hath declared, 
ſeeing we underitand not what is declared; Imean we have'no comprehentive knowledge of the 
matrer declared, but only a believing knowledge, our Faith not our Reaſon reaches it : the A- 
poſtles by the Scriptures teach us this, not the Schools by Syllogiſmes. If then our Reaſonun- 
derſtands not what is declared, how can we by Reaſon make any deduction by way of Argu- 
ment from that which we underſtandnot ? As for Example. Some hold, that the Holy Ghoſ 
proceeds from the Father and the Son ; ſome, that he proceeds from the Father by the Son. 1 
pray, doth any Man underſtand how the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Father, from the Son, 


* or by the Son? no certainly, how then can he affirm or believe a tittle more of rhe Holy Ghoſt. 
- than the Holy Ghoſt hath declared? Secing, asI ſaid, He underſtands not at all what is decla- 


red. Diſcourſe muſt be of things intelligible, though Faith believes things nor intelligible. 
Can any man prove, thar rotation and circulation are all one, ..who underſtands not what 


' rotation or circulation is? the like may be ſaid of procetſion or miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt 


The Scripture plainly rells, That the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from, the Father, and that he is fent 
by the Father, that he is ſent alſo by the Son but whether he proceeds from the Son or by the 
Son, the Scripture is ſilent, and Iam therefore ignorant, having no knowledge at all of any Di- 
vine Myſterics but from the Scriptures,  Igrant, that by rational deductions and humane way 
of argumenting, 'tis probable, that the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the Son as from the Father; 
but if in Divine matters we once give way to humane deductions, a cunning Sophiſter may ſoon 


| lead a weak Diſpurant into many Errors. By humane deductions you may infer, that the 
- Son is inferiour to the Father as begotten by him, theHoly Ghoſt inferiour to both, being ſenr 
by both; with us the leſs is ſenr by the greater ; by humane deduction from three diſtinct per- 


ſons you may prove three diſtinct ſubſtances ; I hope you will make no ſuch inferences in the 


' Divine Perſons, Again, what a vuiineſs have the School-Men made about theſe wordsof our 
avi ' 


rw, 


(3) TT -Y 
Saviour ; This is my Body : with their predicatum, and ſubjettum, and copula, and individyuns 
vagum, in the Pronoun This, Innumerable are their intricate Impertinencies in this matter, 
and 1n their concluſions; The Papiſts hold Chriſt &, be preſent in the Sacrament Tranſubſtanti- 
aliter; the Lutherans, Conſubſtantialiter; the Calviniſts, Sacramentaliter ; and yet all confeſs. 
they underſtand none of theſe ways; as St. Paul ſaith, Deſiring to be Teachers they underſtand 
uot what they ſay, neither whereof they affirm, 1 Tim. 1.7. Had the Scripture afficmed any cf theſe 
ways, We ought to have ſubmitted our Reaſon in things above Realon though we underſtand 
them not, and 'tis reaſonable ſoro do; biit to go.abour to prove by reaſon what is above rea- 
fon, is wonderful ; and to diſcourſe of what we underſtand not, 1s doubtleſs a ſpice of madneſs, 
and the concluſions we draw from ſich diſcourſes, mult needs be very dangerous, we following 
the ignem fatunm, the uncertain light of Humane reaſon in Divine matters, fo totally beyond. 


 otir reach: Wherefore we have noother ſafe way to ſpeak of Divine matters but in Scripture 


Language, zpſiſſtmis verbis, with the very ſame words, according to that, 2 Tim. tr. 13. Hold faſt 


| the form of ſound words which thou haſt heard of me in Fath : Mark, Held faſt not only the mat- 
ter of Faith, but the forms of ſound words, theſe are ſafe ; humane words in divine and high My- 


ſteries are dangerous ;. Man can no more ſet them forth in humane words, than expre:s the Di- 
vine ſubſtance by humane painting, 'tis the ſole work of the Holy Ghoſt who is alſo Divine. 
There hath not been a greater plague to Chriſtian Religion than School-Diviniry, where 
men take upon them the liberty to propoſe new Queſtions, make nice diſtinftions and raſh.con- 
cluſions of Divine matters, toſſing them up and down with their Tongues like Tennis-Balls; and 
trom hence proceed all the dangerous Herefies, and cruel bickerings about them, falling from 
words to blows. The firlt Divinity School we read of, was ſetup at Alexanaria by Pantenus, 
and trom thence foon after ſprang forth that damnable Hereſie of the Arrians, which over-ran 
all Chriſtendom, and was the caufe of deſtruction to many Millions of Chriſtians both Body 
and Soul. The Hereſics before this were ſo groſs and ſenſual, that cone took them up but dif- 
ſolute or frantick people, and ſoon vaniſh't; but after this School ſubtile way of arguing was 
brought into Chriltianity, Hereſie grew more refined, and ſoſubrile, that the plain and Pious 
Fathers of the Church knew not how to lay hold of it andreprels it, the School diſtinctions and 


_ evaſions quite battled them : and thele Sophiſters, proud of rheir conqueſt, triumphed and car- 
ried away a ſpecious appearance of Truth as well as Learning, (or rather cunning) infomuch 


that many godly perions were alſo deluded and fell in unto them, and many of their Hereſies 
continue unto this day. This great bane of the Church took it's riſe from hence ; Many of 
the Primitive Dofctors and Fathers being converted from Heathenifmme, aud having by long 
and great Induſtry acquired much knowledge in natural Philoſophy, Antiquity, Hiſtory,. and 
ſubtile Logick or Sophiſtry, were very unwilling toabandon quite theſe their long ſtudied and 
dearly beloved Sciences; ( falſly fo called) and therefore tranſlated them into Chriſtianity, 
applying their School terms; diſtin@tions, Syllogiſmes, &c. to Divine matters ; intending 


. perchance, through indiſcreer zeal, to illuſtrate and imbelliſh Chriſtian knowledg with ſuch 


artificial forms and figures, but rather defaced and ſpoyled it ; which the Wiſdom of St. Paul 
well fore-ſaw, and therefore forewarned us of it; Col. 2.8. Beware le3# any Man ſpoile you 
through Philoſophy and wain deceit, after thz tradition of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, 
and not after Chrift. 1 humbly conceive it had been far better for them, and all Chriſtendom, 
had they determined with St. Paul, to know nothing but Chrift and him Cracifted; and not to 
mtermingle Mans Wiſdome and excellency of ſpeech with. Divine Knowledge and Scripture 
Doctrine, which is to bc taught by the demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power, as is ſet forth, 
I Cor. 2. not with Logical Syllogiſms and Sophiſtical Enthymems ; for as the Wiſdome of God 
was fooliſhneſs to the Grecbs and Gentiles, ſo the Wiſdome of the Greeks and Gentiles was 
foolifhneſs to Gad, and deſtruction to his Church ; who by the foolſhneſs of Preaching had 
overcome all their Witdom, and captivated their underſtandings in obedience to the Faith, 
But when the Chriſtian DoCtors left this plain and ſimple way of Preaching, and fell ro cun- 
ning diſputing, introducing new forms of ſpeech and nice exprefſions. of their own coyning, 
tome approving, ſome oppoſling them, great Diſcords, Wars and Confufions ſoon followed, Had 
that moſt Prudent and moſt Pious Conſtantine the firſt and beſt of Chriſtian Emperours, had he 
purſued his own intentions to ſuppreſs all diſputes and all new queſtions of God the Son, both 
Homoouſcas and Homoionſion, and commanded all to acquieſce in the very Scripture expreſſions 
without any addition, Iam confident the 4rrian Hereſie had ſoon expired; but by continual 
diſputation the hear of Paſſion was raiſed, and the matter purſued with tar more violence, which 
atlength grew intorancour and malice irreconcileable : For ſome godly Biſhops (I humbly 
conceive more zealous than diſcreet) would not reſt fatisfied unleſs the Arrians were forced et-, 
rher to ſubſcribe to the new word Homooxſfran, or to quir their Livings ; and this cauſed that® 
great Perſecution againſt the Orthodox, where the A4rrians prevailed ; whereas by ſilence im- 
poſed on all parties, the Malice, Rancor, Perſecntion, War, all had been prevented, and #he 
Truth ſpoken in lov:, would at length moſt' probahly have prevailed: For, was not the Goſpel 
at firſt planted this way ? Preaching, and Prayihg Men to receive it? by this way of weakneſs 
it prevailed; for th: weak things of God are ſtronger than Men. But when Men will be wiſer 
than God, and in their fooliſh Wiſdome rhink it fir to add their ſtrength to Gods weaknels, asa 
ſpeedier and ſurer way to eſtabliſh the Truth, God to convince them of their folly, ſuffers that 
itrong Man tt CENEBY of the Goſpel ( whom none but his Almighty Arm can bind and Maſter) 
to Come and ſow his tares of diviſion which foon oyer-runs the good iced of the Church, and 
brivgs all ro Confuſion, ect ' Buy 
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But what then? would I have all heretical Opinions broach'd and ſpread abroad withour any 
controul? Are not Princes and Magiſtrates to be Nurſing Fathers unto the Church? muſt they 
not add the Power of the Sword to that of the Word? Not hold the Sword in vain,but for the pun, - 
went of evil Dycrs, &c? Al; this I grant, anddefire as much as any man, that- both Prince au 
Paſtor would hold faſt the Faith once delivered to the Saints, fully declared and contained in Scrip- 
rure ; ler. them ſuffer no new Doctrin to be {ct on foot, certainly ſuperfluous, (the Scripture 
being allſufficient)-and probably dangerous, as being of Man, and not of God, who having given 
us a compleat Rule of Faich and Life, by his Prophets, Apoſtles, and his only Son, we haveno 
reaſon to believe any new Dodrin proceeds from him; therefore St. Pax 1s very bold, and crieth 
out, If an An:el from Heauzn Preach unto you any other Goſpel than 1s already preached,lt hins be ac* 
curſed, The Magiltrate then is to countenance and protect the Paſtor preaching the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, tofilence, oppoie, puniſh all that preach any thing contrary, or not clearly contained in 
the Goſpel. Hereſies never at firſt appear in their own natural ſhape, but diſguiſed with ſpecious 
pretences drawn from ſome obſcure places of Scripture, capable of various Interpretations, and 
thus having gotten footing, by degrees they lay aſide their diſguiſes, and march on bare-fac'd. 
Therefore both Paſtor and Magiſtrate ought to be very watchful, and oppoſe all beginnings ever 
{0 ſpecious, as dangerous, or at leaſt ſuperfluous, as I ſaid, Let the Paſtors at firſt endeavour by 
plain and ſound Doftrin to ſtop the mouths of Gainſayers ; but if thele turbulent ſpirits will not 
be ſtopt, neither by Admonitions nor Entreaties, then let the Paſtors proceed to the Power of 
the Keys ; which, wereit uſed with that Gravity and Severity as it was 1n the Primitive times, 
would have great effect ; that it is, were it uſed in a ſolemn Aſſembly, by the Reverend Biſhop and 
his Clergy, (not by Lay-Chancellors and their Surrogates) and the perſon Excommunicated and 
{hurt out of the Church, were likewiſe excluded from all Converfation and Commerce, every one 
ſhunning his company as a perſon infected with the Plague, (ſoit was of Old, and ſoit ought to 
te now, and ſo it would be now, if men madeany conſcience of their ways) this I am confidenr 
would reduce many a one : But if after this any perſevere in their perverſneſs, then the Magiſtrate 
may doubtle(s by his Power, uſed with Chriſtian moderation, endeavour to ſtop the ſpreading of 
the Contag on, and do what in wiſdom he thinks meet to preſtrve the purity and peace of Church 
and Stare, urging againſt them that Scripture, Haſt thou Faith, hav? it tothy ſelf before God, Rom. 
14.22. Or that, Give n:ne offence neither to the Few nor 10 the Gentile, nor to the Church of God, Cor. 
10.32, Or that, Gal.g.12. 7 woxld they were evencat off that trouble you. St. Paul was nor here in 


. jeſt, but in great earneſt, as appears by his continued fervency all along this Epiſtle ; anddoubr- 


leſs he means not here a cutting off from the Church by way of Excommunication, for that was 
in his own power todo z why then ſhould he wiſh it ? nay, they had cut themſelves off from the 
Church before ; certainly then he means a curting off by the Civil Power, which then'was Hea- 


then, and therefore St. Pax would not have it made uſc of by Chriſtians; for he wouldinot allow 
.-them to appeal to unbelieving Magiſtrates, no not in Civil things, 1 Cor.6. much leſs inSpiritual 


things. Wherefore when St. Paul wiſhes they were cut off. he wiſhes there were a fitting Power, 


thar 18,a Chriſtian Magiſtrate to puniſh or baniſh thoſe that trouble the Church of Chriſt with Do- 
. rins apparently contrary tothe clear Texr, and ſuch as are deſtructive to Chriſtianity ; I dare 


go nofu:ther. Bur as for thoſe who keep their erroneous Opinions to themſelves,” who neither 
publiſh nor praCtile any thing to the diſturbance of the Church or State, but only refuſe to:con- 
form to the Churches eſtabliſhed DoEtrin or Diſciplin,pardon me if I ſay,that really Icannor find 


any warrant ,or ſo much as any hint from the Goſpel, to uſeany Force to compel them ; and from 


Reaſon ſure thereis no motive touſe Force z becauſe, (as 1 ſhewed before) Force can't make 
a-man believe your Dactrin, bur only as an Hypocrite, Profeſs what he believes nor.. 
' I know full well there is a common ObjeCtion againft this, taken from St. Aſtin, who was 


Tong of my Opinion, but ſeems tobe altered on this occaſion. Some Hereticks Donariſts, came 
'to himin his latter days and gave thanks,that the Civil Power was made uſe of to reſtrain them; 


confeſſing, that was the means which brought them to conſider more calmly their own former 


extravagant Opinions, and ſo brought them home to the true Church. This Objection is eafily an- 
{wered, Firſt, the Donatiſts are well known to have been a Sect, not only erroneous in Judgment, 


but very turbulent in Behaviour, always in ſeditious practices; and.in that caſe I ſhew'd before 


how the Civil Magiſtrate may proceed to Puniſhment; but our caſe 1s not in reprefling ſeditious 


Practices, but enforcing a Confetlion of Faith, quite of another nature. Then ſecondly.to anſwer 
more particularly this ſtory, 1 ſuppote there 1s no man ſuch a ſtranger to the world, as to be igno- 


_ rant that there are Hypocrites in it ; andfſuch (for ought we know ) theſe ſeeming converted Do- 


natifts might be,who for love of this World more than for love of the Truth,forſook their heretical 
Profettion, though nor their Opinion ; who, conſcious to themſelves of their own diſfimulation, 
and dcefirous to get favor with St. Aſtin, a Perion of great Veneration and Authority with all, re- 
lated unto him this ſpecious Story, which St. A#ſtin's great Charity was apt to believe,as St. Paul 


- ſaith, belicveth all things; and from hence concludeth, that it might be lawful to uſe the Power of 


the Civil Sword to reduce Hereticks to the Church. But unleſs it can be evidenced that theſe Do- 


- natiſts Hearcs were charged as well as their Profefſion,(a thing impoſſible to prove)all this proves 


-nothing, Thirdly, Pur the Caſe their Hearts were really changed as to matter of Belief, 'ris evi- 
dent their Hearts were very wordly {ti}, groveling on the Earth,not one ſtep nearer Heaven zour 
Saviour ſaith, An cvil Tree can't bring forth good Fruit, and ſure their Heart was evil, which was 
far more moved for the quiet enjoyment of this Worlds good, :than for the bleſſed enjoyment 


- of Chriſt, Fonrchly, Though we farcher grant, that the pruning of the Magiſtrates Sword did 


really 
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really correct the viriouſneſs of the Tree, and made it bring: forth ſome good Fruit, yet ſhall 
we do evil, that good may come of it ? God forbid, ſaith St. Paul. Pur the caſe Malchus had been 
converted by St. Peters cutting off his Ear, this would not have excuſed St. Peters a, which our 
Saviour'ſo ſharply reprovedand threatned with periſhing by the Sword, and gave him the rea- 
ſon why he ought not to uſe the Swordin his cauſe; Thinkeſt tho that I cannot Pray unto my Fa- 
ther, and he will preſently give me more than Twelve Legions of Angels? Canſt thou do any thing 
more prejudicial to the honor of my God-head, than to think I want the help of Man to defend 
me? Andaccording to this may our Saviour ſay; Thinkeſt thou that I cannot pray unto my Fa- 
ther, and he ſhall give me more than Twelve Millions 'of Souls to' Worſhi pmy Name?- or canſt 
thou do any thing to eclipſe more the power and glory of the Goſpel; which I have ordained to 
be ſet up by weakneſs and fooliſhneſs of Preaching,” and thereby ro: ſubdue both the wiſtom of 
the Greeks, and the power of the Gentiles: As I my ſelf have conquered all Enemies by Preach- 
ing and ſuffering, fo muſt my Diſciples tread in my ſteps. And juſt ſo we find that the Goſpel 
was moſt miraculouſly advanced over all rhe World-by Preaching and Suffering for it, not by 
compelling others toit. Tis evident that upon Preaching of the Goſpel, as many as were or- 
dained to God by Eternal Life, believed ; and ſurely thoſe who are not ordained by*God to E- 
ternal Life, can never be brought thither by the ordinance or power of Man : 'Wherefore when 
the Miniſters have Preached and Prayed, they have performed allthey can do, thereſt muſt be 
left to the Juſtice or Mercy of God, who hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, aud whom he will - 
he hard:ncth ; (o, that the ſharpeſt Sword in this World ſhall entertheir hard heart 'more than an 
Adamant. = 2, hs Bee] | | 23 TE | ks 

All thisI ſay in reference to, compelling Men to believe or conform, ſtill reſerving to the Mas 
giftrate power, according to Scripture, To puniſh evil doers, notevil believers, not'who think, 
but do publiſh or do practice ſomething to ſubvert the Fundamentals of Religion, ' or diſturb the 
Peace of the State, or injure their Neighbor. God, the only fearcher of hearts, reſerves unto 
himſelf the puniſhment of evil rhoughrs, of evil belief, which Man can never havea right cog- 
nizance of, for the greateſt Profeſſor may be the'greateſt Atheiſt, | But the Magiſtrate ſhallcon- 
ceive he hath ſufficient warrant to puniſh allo evil believers, and ſhall proceed ro execution, 'or 
on that pretence ſhall puniſh true believers ; the Scripture ismoſt clear, that the Subjett is bound 


to ſubmit and bear ir with all Chriſtian patience, to- the loſs of Goods, Liberty, or Life, not 


only patiently to bear it, but rejoyce inir; andLam ſure if he hath any rruc Religion, andright 
underſtanding in him, he will rejoyce on his own behalf, becauſe his reward#s exceeding preat 
Therefore whoever under pretence of Religion raiſes any Tumult,- or takesup.Armes againſt the 
Magiſtrate to preſerve himſelf fromperſecation, abſolutely declareshimſelf,” either a ftark Fool, 
ora ſtark Atheiſt; either he believes there is no ſuchreward, 'or ismadto rejetthe opportunity. - 
of gaining it; and ſo at the beſt is fit for Bedlam, atthe worſt for toGalewy noir ek 
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An Appendix to the former Subjeft, © | 
: Efore leave this matter of impoſing new Articles of Faith, I deſire to ſpeak a word or 
two concerning the Authority of Councels and Fathers in relation to it. p5 

# When the Superſtitions and the Abuſes of the PopiſÞ Church, eſpecially in the matter 
of Indylgences grew ſo very groſs, as not longer to be endured, Lyther, Melanithon,Occolompadins, 
Buxcer, and divers others oppoſed them, and coming to diſpute with their Adverſaries about theſ 
things,the Popiſþ Doftors having no Scripture for their Errors, quoted ſeveral Fathers and Cott 
cils, to give countenance unto.them. The Evangelical Dofbors (ſo called, becauſe they chiefly 
urged Evangelium the Goſp:itor the defence of their Doctrine ) were moſt of them bred up from 
their Infancy in the Popiſh-Church, and therein taught even to adore all Councils and Fathers, - 
and (education being of great force to command and awe both the Wills and Judgments of Men) 
made them very ſhie and timorous to reject that authority, which they had long reverenced,; in 
modeſty therefore ſome of the Evangelical Dottors were content to admit the Authority of Fa= 
thers and Councils for three or four of the firſt Centuries, ſome adriitted five or ſix;whereby they 
werereduced ſometimes to great ſtreights 1n their Diſputations ; for though neither all nor half 
ou Popiſo Errors can be found in the Councils and Fathers of theſe Centuries, yetſome of them 
were crept very early into the Church. This Superſtition of the Croſs and Chryſme were inuſe in 
the ſecond Century: The leznzry Error got footing about that time ; the neceſſity of Infants © 
receiving the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lords Supper came in ſoon after: About the fourth Cen» 
rury there was ſome touches in Oratory Sermons by way of Rhetorical Ejaculations like pray- 
ing to Saints, but lohg after came to be formally uſed as now in Churches ; and fo Superſtitions 
came in ſome at one time, and ſome at another, The Papiſts themſelves do not receive all-theſe 
Errors, but reject fone, as that of the Aelenarics, and the heceſſity of Infants receiving the 
Lords Supper. Now I ask firit the Papiſ's by what rule they retain ſome of theſe things, 
and rejet others ? Secondly, I ask the Evangelical, by what rule they ſubmir to the Autho- 
rity of ſome Centuries, and refuſe others? Both will anſwer me, Becauſe they believe ſom 
to be erroneous, forme to be Orthodox. Whereby *tis evident that neither ſubmit to the Fa- 


- thers Authority, as commanding their Judgments, but receive their Opinions as agreeing 


with their Judgments, this is evidently trucand clearly rational, and fully agrees with theRules 
4 | given 
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\wecall Brſ:op) is to be guided by his own reaſon and conſcience, and is reſpon 
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given by ſome of the Fathers, as St. Cyprian and St. Awſtm, two as generally and as deſervedly 
reverenced asany in the Chriſtian Church. St. Cypriantells us, that the nery FL CAC 
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for his Doctrine. St. Azſtintells us, that he ſubmits to no Doctor of the Church ever ſolearned, 
ever ſo holy, any further than he proves his Doctrine by Scripture or reaſon, and deſires none 
ſhould do otherwiſe by him; this is plain and rational dealing; had the Evangelical Dottors taken 
this courſe in the beginning, they had ſaved themſelves from many intricate troubles with their 
in-bred over-revence to antiquity entangled them in : Butſure they needed not have been fo ſcru- 
pulous inthis matter, ſeeing there is ſcarce any one Father whoſe Authority the Papiſts them- 
{elves do not in ſome particular or other reject, though other whiles when he ſpeaks for.them, 
they try it up to that height, as if It were evena matter of Damnation not to ſubmit unto it. I 
{ay not this as.if Lwould have Antiquity wholly rejected, by no means, but to conſult the Fathers 
with great regardas Expoſitors of Scriptures, and attentively obſerve what they ſhew.us from 
thence. I amnot of thoſe who admire the great knowledge 1n divine matters revealed in this 
Iater Age of the World, I donot think there are any now ſo likely to diſcover the truth of Goſpel 

myſteries as thoſe of antient days, As for that ſaying, a Pigme ſet on a Giants ſhoulder, may ſee 
mote than the Gtant ; pardon meif I callit a ſhallow and filly fancy, nothing to our purpoſe ; for 
our queſtion is not of ſeeing more, but of the clear diſcerning and judging thoſe things we all ſee, 
but arc in doubt what they mean; if a Pigme anda Giant ſcea Beaſt ar a miles diſtance, and are 
indiſpute whether it bea Horſe or an Ox, the Pigme ſer on the Giantſhoulder, is never the near- 
er diſcerning what it is, which depends on the ſharpneſs of ſ;ght, not the height of his ſhoulders: 

Now rhat the antient and holy Fathers of the Church were more ſpiritual, and conſequently 
ſharper.ſighted in ſpiritual things than we carnal creatures of this later age, is evident by their 


Spiritual holy. Lives : The natural Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, neither can he 


know them becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. And how natural, how carnal, how 
purblind weare, 1s too too viſible. Beſides, a purblind man near the object, will diſcern it better 
than a mugh ſharper ſight ar greater diſtance as we are: For if you ask thoſe lofty conceited 
Pigmes, why they give more credit to the Fathers of the ſecond and third Century, than to thoſe 
of the {ixth or ſeventh; | they anſwer, Becauſe thoſe that lived nearer the days of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, are likelier to know their minds better than thoſe of remoter and corrupted Ages; the 
reafori is good, but:mightily confounds thoſe who live at the very foot of the Hill in the valley of 
darkneſs and all Iniquity,and therefore not ſolikely to diſcern the truth of the Dattrine of Chriſt, 
Preach't on the top of Mount S9n, as thoſe who ved in higher aſcents. Wherefore 1 ſhall always 
htarken with due reverence unto what thoſe Primitive Holy Fathers deliver, and the more holy 
and more antient, doubtleſs more to be regarded. And yet ſeeing that [renews, and before him 
Papas; held rqbe aDiſciple of St. fohwthe Apoſtle, taught the error of the Xuenarice, rejefted 
now by all the Church, why might not others do ſo as well as they ? and therefore there can be 
no certainty of their Dodtrine farther than they ſhew us clearly from Scripture, which ought to 
be our only Rule of Faith, as Iſhewed before. But in any poinc of Religion, either of Faithor 
Diſcipline, if after diligent and humble ſearch of Scripture, the matter be doubtful, then certain- 
ly1would ſb much reverence Antiquity as to embrace what I found approved of by the greater 
number of Antient Fathers; and what I found generally approved by them, though my own 
judgment did mach incline to the contrary, yet I would receive it, unleſs it appeared to me flat- : 
ly oppoſite toScripture, which we believe to be the Word of God; then it were damnation in me 

toforfake that, and hearken to the words of Fathers on earth, or Angels coming from Heaven, 
tilthey could make me underſtand their word agreed with Gods Word, I muſt be ſaved by Faith 


 mGodandChriſ#, and not by faithin Men or Angels. And nowl ſhall be bold to make this af- 


fertion ; That the Man who reads Scripture humbly and attentively, faſts and prays to God ear- 
neftly, conſults his Paſtors and Teachers carefully and modeſtly, and yet after all continues in 
ſome error by blind ignorance and miſtake of Scripture (if ſuch a thing was, or ever will be ſuf-- 
fered by the infinite goodneſs of God ) that Man ſhall ſooner be ved, than he who receives a | 
true opinion from the Authority of Men, which he ſoberly conceives to be contrary to Scriptures 
for'tis all one to him, as if it were really ſo ; all things are unclean to him that believes them un- 
clean; all things are damnable to him that believes them damnable, as he muſt do who believes 
them flatly contrary to Scripture. Let no Man count me a libertine in Faith, becauſeI would 
neither compel,nor be compelled to ſubmit to the Doctrines of Men. I truſt in God, no Man ſhall 
onr-fod me in-zealous contending for the Faith once del:veredto the Saints, once for all, never tore- 
ceive any new Doctrine, any other Goſpel than that Preached by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, herein 
Fam no Libertine; by God's gracious affiſtance, neither Men nor Angels ſhall make me receds 
Froin one tittle of this, nor to embrace with divine faithone tittle more than this, for doubtleſs it 
4s far' greater Idolatry to believe in Man, than to ſacrifice to Man, more to give him my 
heart, than my hand.. And yet notwithſtanding all this, no Man is forwarder than my 
Felf to receive from others humane Doctrines as humane ; tharis, I believe itisnot only polli- 
þle but probable alſo, that another 'may have more natural underſtanding, more acqui- 
Ted learning than my felf, and fo may find out that in Scripture, or from Scripture, or + 
-by reaſon, which 1 cannot do my elf, . but yer | can have no poſſible aſſurance that the 
'Podtrine he delivers to me is abſolutely true, becauſe I have aſſurance that 'cis poſſible fos 
him'to err, and then 1 can haye no aſſurance but that he may err in that very Dg&tring 
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he now delivers me. There is no ManIever heard or read of; to whom 1 could more readily 
ſubmit than ro St. Axftin, a perſon of wonderful ſharpneſs in underſtanding, and yet of great 
modelty ; no way afteCting to take new Opinions, much lefs to impoſe them on others. Now 
I pray conſider, how can we have afſurance of any Doctrine he delivers more than another. 
1 mean affurance from his own Authority or reaſon. ( what he delivers from Scripture Autho- 
rity is anather matter; ) we believe St. Axſtinerred in ſume things whereof he was moſt con- 
fident ; he believed it abſolutely. neceflary for Children to receive the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper, as I fay'd; hebelievedita drect hereſic to hold there were any Anutipoaes : Luttantias 
another great Wit and great Scholar, believed the like, with divers others. Who then can 
doubt but that they might be miſtaken in other things alſo. Wherefore let God bertrue, and all 
Men lyers, in this feniſe, rodeliver lyes materially ; that is, falſitics for truths. : 
Whar L have ſaid of Fathers, muſt certainly hold good of Councels alfo, though ever ſo gene- 
ral, ever ſo Primitive; for thisand that Father may, and have erred; ſurely then that and 
that may alſo err : I can have no affurance in Men, nor can I be ſaved by faith in Men, The 
general Objetion mide againſt this, is, The promiſe which Chriftmade unto his Church, Thar 
the Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againit it, and that he wouldbe with the Apoſtles unto the Werlds 
end. Asfor that other ſaying of our Saviour, He that will not hear the Church, let hin beto thee 
a an Heathen and a Publican, Ican't but wonder that Men of any brains or modeſty ſhould ſo 
grolly abuſe this ſaying ; ſpoken of ſeveral differences berween Man and Man, . to be referred to 
rhe termination of the Church, that is, the Congregation of the Faithful, which they uſually 
and by order ſhould aſſemble in ; and refer this to the Church in general matters of Faith, not 
in the lcaſt pointed at there, Wherefore paſs this over as very impertinent, and proceed to 
anſwer the former Objettion of more weight, yet no way concluding as they would have it; no 
Man in the Chriſtian World can more firmly believe than I do, That the Gates of Hell ſhall nor 
prevail againſt it, and that Chriſt will be with his Church unto the end of the World ; but do 
not believe, nor am I bound by Scripture to believe ſuch Expoſitions as the Popiſh Church makes 
of this place, By what Authority doth the Rowiſh Church challenge to themſtlves to be Expo- 
of Scriptures more than other Churches? I find nothing for it in Scripture, which is my * 
Rule of Faith. I proceed then to the buſmeſs of general Councels. Whether they may err in 
ſome points of Faith; and why not ? All the Evangelical Dodtors grant the later general Coun- 


"cels haveerred; if fo, why not the fortner ? what promiſe had .the former from Chr;# more 


than thelater ? what period is there ſet in Scripture for their not erring, or what promile is there 
ar all for any not to err? The Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt the Charch, Igrant, what's 
tliis to a General Council? not the Thouſand part of the Clergy, not the Thouſand Thouſand 
part of the Church, whichin Scripture is always put for the whole Body of the Faithful, chough 
of late itbe tranſlated into quite another notion, and taken for the Clergy only. Bur you will 
fay 4 General Councel is the repreſentarive of the wholeChurch : what then? . what promiſe is 
made ini Scripture that the repreſentative ſhall not err? You further urge, if the repreſentative 
err, 'tis probable the whole Church will receive their error. Ianſwer, Weare now treating of 


matter of Faith, which muſt not depend on humane probabilities, but Divine certainties ; be- 


ſides, *ris not ſo probable the Chnrch will receive the error of the repreſentative. We know the 
whole Church hath not receiveda Truth determined by them, muchlefs anerror. And pray, 
have not Councels been againſt Councels ? Put then the caſe, a General Councel ſhould err in _ 
ſome matters, you can't therefore ſay the whole Church hath erred, the Gates of Hell hav 
prevailed againſt che Church. I pray conſider, can you truly ſay, the Great Turk hath pre- 
vailed againſt the Chriſtian Army, becauſe he hath kilÞd the Thouſand part of it? andyet the 
ereateſt General Councel holds a leſs proportion to the whole Church. Bur I will grant yer 
more: Put the caſe the whole Church ſhould deviate into ſome erroneous Superſtitions, had the 
Devil therefore prevailed againſt it? Canl fay I haveprevailed againſt another Man. becauſeT 
gave him ſome ſlight hurt in his'Leg or Thigh? as long as his Head, his Heart, his Arm are 


whole, he ſtill is able to Fight and Wound me as bad or worſe; till the Devil can ſo bE 


wound the whole Body .of the Church as to deſtroy the Vitals, the Fundamentals,. and 
make it no Church, | the Gates of Hell can't be faid to have prevailed againſt it. Now 
God be bleſſed there have continued all along ' ſeveral Churches as great ar, greater 
than the Roman Church , which have ftill maintained in defiance of Satan ,. One 
God the Father of whom are all things, and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt , by whom are alt 
things, and ſeveral other found. rines of Chriſtianity ; how then hath. Satan 

revailed , when ſo many Millions have Waged War againft him , and upheld the 

ingdome of God and his Chriſt ? The Scripture plainly tells us, that in the. days. 
of Anti-Chrif's great Power , the Church ſhall be driven into the Wilderneſs, ſcarce 
viſible in the World; neither Pope, nor Devil hath yet fo prevailed, but as then. Chritt 


ſhall have, fo Chri3# hath ftill had a Church Warring againſt Satan. Sure no Learn» 


cd Papiſt will deny, but that about the ſecond Century , the Alenarizs were far the 


greater part of the Church, ſcarce any Writing Doctor in thoſe days but had this 


error. Did Satan then. prevail ? And in St, Auſtin's days the neceſſity of Infants 
Receiving the Lords Supper was ſo general, and held fo neceſſary a Principle, that 
it-was made uſe of to prove the neceſſity of Infant Baptiſme , this Sacrament being 
to preceed* the other: in thoſe days a Lanthgrn would have been neceflary to find 
one 
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out a Church without this error. Did Satan then prevail? But ſay you, no General Coun- 
cel determined thoſe errors; why ? becauſe none was called about them; .had any beencat- 
ted,: who can doubt but thar'they would have avowed that in the Councel, which 'they.atl _ 
taught 1n their: Churches : No; the Spirit of God would. have preſerved them from it: Shew - 
me that promie in Scripture ; if Gods Spirit did not preſerve'them from teaching the whole 
Church 1o, I fear the Spirit wotild not have preſerved them more in Council than in Congre- 
gation, where all ſucking in this error from their Infancy, world hardly have quittedit by a 
determimarion in Counctl. I] humbly cravepardon for this bold preſumption, being lead into 
it by the bold'afſertion of the Papiſts, telling us without warrant. how God will preſerve their 
Councils from error, as if they. had been of his Privy-Council. We-are-not to ſearch into 
Gods (ecret Counſels for what he will permit; or why. he permits this or that. I ſearch only 
into his declared Promiſes, and with all the ſearch-I can poſſibly make; I-can't find any ſach 
promiſe to General Councils as not to err ; no, only that the. Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againit his Church to deſtroy it, which he hath hithertomade good, andF am ſure will ro the 
.endof the World ; but beyond his promiſeI amnot ſure of any thing, though it ſeems :ever tv 
rational. God will not endure tobe fettered with Sophiſtical .Sophiſms, and humane .conſe- 
quences; and thereforeI am afraid to wander . from his Wiſe and holy Word, and truſt to the 
Doctrine of Menſeeming ever ſo wiſe, ever ſo holy z Ireverence their Perſons,' but can't belicye 
in their Doctrine, TI am taught to-believe only in God, not. in the Church, much leſs many 
Member or Congregation or Council ;. but to believe the Holy.Catholick Church, that is, .that 
God hath had, now hath, and will have to the Worlds end, a ſelect company of Faithful ones, 
confeſling andferving him ; To whom be honor and glory for ever. Amen. | 
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'breaks an evident Commandment to fatisfie himſelf in a doubtful ung, which without doubr 
is damnable. 'Sr. Paul requires one Brother to yield unto anotherint 


rather ſhew their Authority than their Charity. If they anſwer, That many of their Flock 
are as zealous for theſe things, as others againſt them, and they had rather gratihe the Q- 
bedient Conformers , than the Diſabedient Gain-ſayers: 1 reply ; Firſt, This is no Obedi- 
ence to conform to ſuch Ordinances of their Superiours as they have a paſſion for ; the Su- 
periours in this conform rather to them, than they to their Superiours: Try their Obedi- 
ence if they will ſubmit to the taking of,thele things away, and then you may have more 
reaſon to gratihe them; yet yon know you are rather to bear with ' the infirmities of the 
weak, than pleaſe the ſtrong. Love your friends moſt, value the Obedient moſt ; but 
love your Enemies alſo, endeavor to gain tne diſobedient alſo: The firſt are your duti- 
ful Sons, abide always with you, all that you have 1s theirs; but yet when the Prodigal 
the ſtray returns; rejoyce and kill the fatted Calf; yea, if he will BYE return, leave thy 
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Ninety and Nine, and go ſeek that one that is loſt. But you have no hopes of gaining him, 
you believe 'tis not Conſcience but Faction, and wilfull perverſenefs keeps him off; Oh donor- 
. deſpair, believe better ofhim; Charity hopeth all things, believeth all things, But you know 
itis ſo with him ; then pity him the more going head-long into Hell, yield rhe more to fave his 
Soul from Hell, overcome evil with good, fetter him, bind him faſt with chains of love, whar is 
ſtronger than love? it will overcome Schiim, Faction,Sedition,any thing ; it will overcome God. 
himſelf, and even force God to withhold him by his merciſull and powerfull hand ; and thus 
converting this perverſe ſinner from the error of his way, you will ſave his ſoul aliy?, andcover the 
multitud: of your ſens; a bleſſed and joyfull work.whereat the Angels of Heaven will rejoyce and 
ſing Allelujah, Amen. Oh my Fathers! my Fathers ! that ſhould Preach and Practice the Go- 
ſpel of Peace and Love to your Children, vouchſafe at my humble requeſt to read Roms. 14. See 
what great liberty that great Grand-father of the Church allows his Children, and obſerve in 
the general how he became all things to all men to gain ſome; and will not you in ſome things 
comply to gain all? will you reſtrain the liberty of the Goſpel to the rigidity of your Diſcipline 
to loſe ſome, to loſe many, and perchance in the end toloſe all, your ſelves and all. Bepious,;. 
be charitable, be prudent, build your Church on a Rock that will endure ſtorms, and not on. 
the ſand of Ceremonies that will both raiſe ſtorms,and probably overturn your Churche're long. 
But you will ay, If you yield to ſome Diſſenters in this, you mult as well yield to others in 
_ that, and ſo by degrees aboliſh all your Ceremonies : I beſeech you, 1s not the body more than 
rayment, Subſtance more than Ceremony, will not you quit the later to preſerve the former? 
but you will preſerve both, God grant you loſe not both, But you will ſay, This is the way to 
loſe both ; firſt, take away Ceremonies, thereby you diſpleaſe and loſe your Friends, and then 
lie expoſed to your Enemies to ſpoil your Goods, If your Goods be the ſubſtance of your Reli- 
gion, and you preſerve your Ceremonies to preſerve theſe, then really my fear of your looſing 
. all is increaſed; this is a very ſandy and dirty foundation, can't hold out againſt ſtorms ; bur 
if Faith, Hope, and Charity be the ſubſtance of your Religion, (as hope ir is) theſe ſtood 
firm and increaſed in the primitive times, in the greateſt ſtorms, when the whole world of Fews 
and Gentiles. were enemies to the Church, and not one of your Ceremonies in the Church-.tq 
preſerve it : the ſimple naked Truth without any Surplice to cayer ity without any Ecclefiaſtis + 
_ cal Policy to maintain it, overcameall, and fo would do now, did we truſt to that, and the 
Defender of it, Perchance I appear a great Enemy to the Surplice fo often naming that, I con- 
feſls I am, would you know why ? not that 1 diſlike, but in my own Judgment much apprave 
a pure White Robe on the Miniſters ſhoulders, to put him in mind what purity becomes a” 
Manifter of the Goſpel. But ſuch dirty naſty Surplices as moſt of them wear, and eſpecially 
the Singers in Cathedrals ( where they ſhould be moſt decent ) js rather an intimation of their 
{oak and have given my Stomach ſuch a ſurfer of them, as I have almoſt an averſ- 
neſs toall: and1 am confident had not this decent habit been fo undecently abuſed, it had ne- 
ver been ſo generally loathed. | Lk 
I will name another Ceremony which gives great offence, with greater reaſon, The bowin 
towards the Altar, which in my own judgment I allow and practice in ſome meaſure, when] 
come into ſuch Congregations as generally uſe it, avoiding ſtill to give offence to any, as far asI * 
may with a ſafe Conſcience. I affirm, 'tis a very fitting thing to fhew reverence in the Houſe 
of God, and to ſhew'it by bowing as well as any other means, and tobow that way as well as 
any other way; and jn bowing, if the Congregation did it, to the South or Weſt, Iſhould as 
readily conform to tha.. But you will ſay,the primitive Chriſtians,as we read,did generally bow - 
towards the Eaſt (the primitive Chriſtians did ſo1 grant, but not the prime Primitive) what then? 
1s this any obligation on us now? the Primitive didalſo uſe Chriſm or conſecrated Oyl;z yet | 
we retain it not ; it grew into an abuſe, therefore left off; ſo hath this bowing toward the Al= Þ| 
tar by the Papiſts, ſuppoſing Chriſt corporally preſent there ; and truly many of oupChurch- « ! 
men, give great ſuſpition to the people that they alſo believe ſome ſuch thing, otherwiſe pray 


anſwer me; when a Miniſter at his entring into the Church hath bowed to thew his reverence © 


inthe Houſe of God, and when he aſcends up to the Altar bows again, to ſhew ſome particular 
reverence in that place where that bleſſed Sacrament is conſecrated,(let this paſs for good alfo,. 
though ſomething may be ſaid againſt it) yetIpray tell me, why the Reader paſſing from one 
ſide of the Church to theother, and the Miniſter paſſing from one end of the Altar to the other, 
bows again ? Surely 1n reverence to the King of Kings he ſuppoſes there ſitting, whocan ima- 
gine any other cauſe ot his homage ? and yer I verily believe this is not the cauſe, but meetly. 
caufeleſs cuſtom taken up one from another (the common beginning of all ſuperſtitions) having 
no reaſon for it, but much "againſt it, giving thereby great ſcandal to weak ones, and ground 
of ſlander to malicious ones, who lay hold on any occaſions to accuſe them of Papiſtry ; far cer- 
tainly, 'tis done with little or no Reaſon, or with a great deal of Superſtition. IMA 
Now as to that grand debated Ceremony of kneeling at the Lord's Supper, 1 think there is 
no reafon to condemn thoſe that uſe it, nor much reaſon to preſs it on thoſe that diſuſe ir. 
Why ? Are we not to perform this great at of devotion with all poſſible reverence? I grant 
it; but 1s this to be expreſt altogether in the outward poſture of the body ? if ſo, then your 
Oppoſers rhus retort it upon you : If outward humility be the thing you contend for, you 
ought to ſhew it to your God in the humbleſt way, and thart is by proftrating rather than 
Kneeling ; but if inward Humility, ſure that conſiſts chiefly in obedience to what Chriſt com- 
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manded; and to do it as he practiſed it,who can-doubt.but this is the moft perfe&t obedience ? and 
you know when our Saviour inſtituted this bleſſed Sacrament,he gave this-commandin the cloſe, 
Do this in remembrance of me ; and ſure he remembers our Saviour beſt who doth every thing as he 
did, both in Subſtance and Ceremony, and ſo we find the primitive Chriſtians did, obfervin 
al{o! ro receive it at Supper, as our Saviour did ; but when this'grew into a finfull abuſe, the 
Ceremony was alrercd to preſerve the Subſtance 1m more purity : ſo was kneeling abuſed by the 
Papiſts and turned into great Superſtition, why not therefore changed in like manner. Bur you 
kneel withour any ſuperitition, you do notadore the Elements on the Table; as the Papiits do, 
but Chriſt in Heaven. And fo this man receives fitting, and at Supper, without any irreverence, 
he doth it ſo meerly in obedience to Chriſt's command, both in Ceremony and Subſtance, Do 
rhis-in remembrance of me. But you do not conceive Chriſt's command exrended-to the Ceremo- 
nies; but only to the Subitance, and the Church hath expreſty commanded kneeting as the more 
reverend Poſture, therefore you ought to obey; I think ſo too-: bur this man conceives Chriſt 
commands both $ubitance and Ceremonies to be obſerved, --and conſequently conceives the 
Churches command contrary to Chriſt's, therefore he oughr:not to obey till you canrettifie his 
zadgment ; if you can, then he-onght to obey alſo: if you cannor, have patience with your 
weak Brother, require no more of him in this matter than Chriſt required of his Diſciples ; ſure 
Chriſt would not have allowed any unfitting Poſture; be not over-wiſe, nor over holy, condemn 
not that which Chriſt allowed. . God is ſo infinitely gracious as to accept our poor devotions 
in any form, if but ſincere in ſubſtance, nay though weak and frail in the ſitbſtanrial part, he 
will not break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, his tender Fatherly bowels yern up- 
on his dear Children coming to-him afar off, Oh then let us learn to be like minded, tender 
and compaſſionate to our weak Brethren, admit them into God's worſhip in any Poſture, if they 
come in ſincerity of heart, reject not thoſe whom God accepts. | 
© Emight go on thus to handle other Ceremonies, as, the Croſs in Baptiſm, the Ring in Mar- 
riage,”c. Butl conceive it needleſs, the ſame reaſons being applicable to all, and he thar is 
once brought to be indifterent and unconcerned in one,will ſoon be ſo diſpoſed to all. Wherefore 
I conclude this point of Ceremonies with St. Paul, He that regardeth a day, regardeth it wnto the 
Lord, and he that regard:th not the day, to the Lord he doth net regardit ; he that eateth, cateth to 
the Lord, for he giveth Godthanks, and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God 
thanks : 1D he that kneeleth, kneeleth to the Lord, and he that kneeleth not to the Lord, he: 
kneeleth not. And I deſire you farther to obſerve this circumſtance in St. Paul's words,how he 
calls the zealous obſerver of Ceremonial matters, the weak Brother, and commands the ſtrong 
not to deſpiſe him, it being really a deſpicable weakneſs and a childiſh. or effeminate kind of 
Devotion to be zealous in any Ceremonial obſervance, which maſculine ſpirits are apt to deſpiſe, 
but in Chriſtian charity ought rather to pity and bear the infirmities of others. Wherefore ler us 
be the men of underſtanding; men in devotion, be zealous, and hold faſt the ſubſtantial parts 
of Religion, Piety, Juſtice, Temperance, Chaſtity, Truth, Sincerity, ſtand faſt for theſe, not re- 
cede one hairs breadth from theſe, keep but our ground and fight it out like men rodeath againſt 
all Powers and Principalities onearth, 'or under the earth, and let us leave it ro Women and Chit 
dren to contend about Ceremonies, let it be indifferent to.us, wherher this, or that, or no Cere- 
mony, whether: kneel, or not kneel, bow, or not bow, Surplice, or not 5urplice, Croſs, or no' 
Croſs, Ring, or noRing, let us give glory to God itt alt, and no offence to our Brethren in any 
thing. EK, EE. 
'. Now if any man would be focurious as to ask why St. Paxl did not determine this point, whe- 
ther they ſhould eat herbs only ; or other meats alſo, whether regard a day or not, and ſo eſta- 
bliſh Uniformity among them ; I cannot imagine any other Reaſon, but meerly to teachus this 
Charitable compliance with one another, as neceſſary a practice as any other, Man is a very 
tickliſh Animal to Govern, he will not always be guided by reaſon and authority, man hath a 
will as well as reaſon, and will have his own will in many things, even the Godly: very feware 
found ſo entirely pious as wholly to deny theniſelyes, 'tis ſo high and ſharp a point of Religion,as 
you may break the heart-ſtrings of many in winding themup ſo high, and thus crack all their Re- 


ligion; perchance you would find it ſo your ſelves, had the Non-conformiſts rhe ſcrewing you 
pz as youthem. Wherefore conſider your ſelves, leaſt ye alſo be tempted, be charitable to 


the weak, proceed not fo ſeverely againſt them in your Courts of Judicature; but remember 
what S. Paul ſaith, Colo. 2. Let no man judge you inmeat, or arink,, or in reſpeft of an holy day, or 
of the new. Moon, or of the Sabbath days, which are a ſhadow of things to come,but the body us of Chriſt ; 
will you then in reſpect of an Holy-day, Croſs in Baptiſm, ſtanding at the Creed, kneeling at the 
Sacrament, and the like, will you in reſpect of ſuch ſhadows, judge, excommunicate, ſentence 
to everlaſting flames, a Soul that holds of the body of Chriſt, believes all his holy Goſpel, ac- 
cords with you in one Faith, one Bapriſm, who acknowledges the only true God Creator of Hea- 
venand Earth, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent to be the Redeemer of Mankind, which our 
Saviour affirms, To be Eternal Lifez will you condemn ſuch a one to Eternal Death? God forbid. 
My Reverend Fathers and Judges of the Church, I, with St. Pawl, Col. 3. befeech you, Pat on 
fatherly bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humblencſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering towards your poor 
weak Children, and ſo long as they hold faſt the body of Chriſt,” be not ſo rigorous with them 
for ſhadows ; if they ſubmit to you in Subſtance, have patience, though they do not ſubmit 
in Ceremonies, and give me leave to tell you my poor Opinion z This ytolenr prefling of Cere- 
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monies hath, (Ihumbly conceive) been a great hindrance from embracing them, men fearing, 
your intentions therein tobe far worſe than really they are, and therefore abhor them. Have 
you never obſerved a flock of Sheep forcibly driven over a narrow Bridge, the poor Sheep fear- 
ing they are going into ſome Pen or Slaughter, chooſe rather to leap. into the River than go for- 
wards: but drive them on gently and patiently, they will of themſelves take the way you de- 
fire.  Uniformity in.Ceremony is a good and deſirable thing, therefore endeavour it ; but 
unity in Faith and Charity 1s better, and therefore if you cannot obrain that, : be, ſure to pre-: 
ſerve this ; this is the one thing neceſſary, chooſe this better part if you cannot have both; for. 
this force urging Uniformity in worſhip hath cauſed great diviſion in Faithas well as Charity ; 
for had you by aboliſhing ſome Ceremonies taken the weak Brethren into your Church,they had 
not wandred about after ſeducing Teachers, nor fallen into ſo many groſs Opinions of their own, 
but being daily catechiſed and inſtructed by your Orthodox, and found Preaching, they would. 
have followed you like good Sheep ; whereas now they wander abour into.a hundred by— 
paths of error, many whereof lead head-long to Hell. Now.I befeech you in the fear of 
God ſet before your eyes the dreadfull day of Judgment, when Chriſt on his Tribunal of Ju-- 


ſtice ſhall require an account of every word and deed, and ſhall-thus queſtion you ; Here are 


ſeveral Souls who taking offence at your Ceremonies have- forſaken my Church, have for- 
ſaken the Faith, have run into Hell, the Souls for which I ſhed my precious Blood ;. Why have 
you fuffered this? nay, why have you occaſioned: this ? will you anſwer, it was to preſerve 
your Ceremonies? will not Chriſt return unto you, Are your. Ceremonies. more dear unto 
you than the Souls for which I died ? who hath required theſe things at your hands? wilk 
you for Ceremonies, which you your ſelves confeſs to be inditterent, no way neceſlary unto 


Salvation, ſuffer your weak Brethren to periſh, for whom I died? Have not I ſhewed you 


how David and his Souldiers were. guiltleſs in cating the Shew-bread,, which was not lawfull but 
for the Priefts to eat ? If David diſpenced with a Ceremony commanded by God to fatisfie 
the hunger of his People, will fot you diſpence with your own Ceremonies to fatisfie the 
Souls of my People; who are called by my Name, .and profeſs'my Name, though in weak- 
neſs ? Or will you tell Chriſt they ought to ſuffer for their own wilfulneſs and perverſenefſs , 
who will not ſubmit to the Laws of the Church asithey ought ; will not Chriſt return? Shall 


they periſh for tranſgreſſing your humane Laws, which they: ignorantly conclude erroneous, ' - 


and ſhall not you'periſh for tranſgrefſing my Divine Laws, which you know to be good 


and holy ? had L mercy on you, .and ſhould not you. have had mercy on your Fellow-ſervants? 


with the ſame meaſure you meeted it ſhall be meaſured to-you again:. I tremble to go far- 
ther, but moſt humbly beſeech you for Chriſt's ſake, endeavourto regain theſe ſtray Sheep, 
for whom he ſhed his precious Blood, and think it as great an advantage, as great an honour 
ro you, as it was to St. Paxl, to become all things. to all men, that you may gain ſome, as 
doubtleſs you will many, though not all ; and the few: Standers off wilt become the more 
convinced, and at long running wearied out and gained alſo. Thus having reduced all into 
one Fold in true faith and Chriſtian charity; -the preſent generation will much forget, the 
ſucceeding generation will be wholly ignorant ;of theſe erroneous fancies, and all animoſfities 
being quite extinguiſhed, wholſome edifying Ceremonies may be eaſily introduc'd acin 
comfort to all, which ar= now irkſome and -grievons. to many. And ſol paſs on to the ſe- 
cond. matter ; The Church Service contained in the Book of Common Prayer,whereof briefly, 
becauſe what I ſaid before may be applied to this allo, | | 
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Concerning Church Service. 


Will not here enter into the diſpute, whether it be Iawfull-for a Church to have a ſet 
| Form of Prayer, ſuppoſing that there are none but either highly fanarick, or highly fa- 

Ctious, that affirm it unlawtull;z and with ſuch I have no reaſon to expect, that reaſonable 
Arguments ſhould prevail ; for enough hath been already Printed. to this purpoſe... ] may 
alſo ſuppoſe, that there is nothing contained in our Book of Common Prayer, that is.direftly 
contrary. to the Word of God ; for had there been any ſuch thing, we ſhould have heard of 
it long ſince, which I never yet did from any ſober man. And truly I might in the third place 
ſuppoſe, that (a Book of Common Prayer being no way contrary to the Word of God) the uſe of 
it 1s far more conducing to Piety, than to ſuffer extemporary Prayer to be uſed generally in 
Churches ; experience hath fully declared ir in our late confuſed times, when a man ſhould 
have heard in many Churches ſuch extravagant, ſuch wild, ſuch raſh, ſuch blaſphemous ex» 
preſſions, as would drive any ſober conſcientious perſon out. of their Churches, Can you 


" with reaſon expett it otherwiſe? when half the Churches in this-Nation have not a tolerable 


maintenance to ſupport men of parts and diſcretion fit to perform ſo ſolemn and holy an Office. 
Had we the holineſs, the zeal, the charity, the humility of the Primitive times, when men for-. 
ſook all the world and daily ſacrificed their lives for the Service of Gad, we might hope that 
God would graciouſly pour down upon us, as he did on them, the ſpecial gifts of Praying and 
Prophecying, but now when moſt ſerye God for gainzand would neither open or ſont the Church 
6k | ; doorg 
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dors for nonght, as Malachi ſaith, we muſt not expect thoſe gifts and graces. And therefore 
I conceive it abſolutely neceſſary to have ſome form preſcribed to be uſed by all; for were there 
liberty left to the more able and diſcreet, moſt would ſuppoſe themſelves to be ſuch (tew diſco- 
vering their own weakneſs; and wereitleft to the Biſhop to licence as he ſaw fir, it would 
prove a very great cauſe of our heart-burning among his Clergy, and hatred toward himſelf, 
yea, and rebellion againſt him and the laws. But now- in Chriſt I humbly beſecch the Gover- 
nours of the Church calmly toconfider, Were it not better to have ſuch a form of Service as would 
fatisfie moſt. The Fathers of our Church (as I ſaid before) when they reformed this Nation 
from Popery, were deſirous to fetch off as many as they could, retaining for this cauſe all. the 
Ceremonies and Forms of Prayer they could with a good reCtified Conſcience, and therefore 
they preſcribed that Form of ſecond Service to be ſaid ar the Altar, as carrying ſome reſem- 
blance to the Mats, then the peoples delight, which being now become the peoples hate, ſhould 
for the ſame reſemblance, according to the ſame rule of reaſon, be now taken away. We 
commend our Forefathers for doing pioully and wiſely, and yet we will not imitate them; they 
endeavoured to pleaſe and gain the people, we will needs difpleaſe and loſe them : Certainly 
we cannot do our Forefathers a greatet honour than to obſerve their rule of reaſon, to conform 
to the Times; and therefore they are groſly miſtaken who think it a diſhonour to them for 
us to take away what they have eſtabliſhed, when we keep cloſe to the reaſon wherefore they 
did eſtabliſh it : Wiſe Phyſitians by the ſame rule of reafon preſcribe rhings clean contrary ac- 
cording to the temper of their Patients, hot or cold : Some other things I could mention in 
the Book of Common Prayer (though no way ill in themſelves) yet fit to be altered, and would 


_ obviouſly appear ſo to every wiſe man once reſolved to compoſe ſuch a Form, as would rake in 


moſt of this Nation, which I humbly conceive Governours ſhould in Conſcience endeavour, 
becoming all things to all men to gain ſome, though not all ; yet happily gain all in proceſs 
of time, for the reaſon before ſpecified, | | 
But though 1defire ſuch a form of Service, ſuch Ceremonies alſo to be eſtabliſhed, as ma 
give moſt. general ſarisfaction, yet I deſire what is eſtabliſhed may be generally obſerved,and 
not a liberty left (as ſome do propoſe) to add or detratt Ceremonies or Prayers according to 
the various opinions and humours of men : for certainly this would cauſe great fadtion and 
diviſion ; thoſe that are for Ceremonies would run from their own Church to others where 
they wereuſed others to ſome tine fancied Prayers of ſuch as they approve of; and thus ſome 
Churches would be thronged, others deſerted, and no account could be taken by the Paſtor of 
this Congregation : Atheiſts alſo and Papiſts under pretence of frequenting other Churches 
would abandon all. This courſe (fay you) would bring but few into the Church, and per+ 
chance drive ſome out, who having been long bred up to ſich and ſuch Ceremonies, would 
have ſnalldevotion to frequent the Church, if all or many were aboliſhed, To thislanſwer, 
Fhat certainly his Religion is vain, that would abandon the Subſtance for want of the Cere- 
monies, which he acknowledgeth to be no way neceſſary, but only more fatisfaCtion to. his 
mind. ; Surely a very ignorant mind, who hath not learnt, That obedience 15 better than [acri- 
fice and whole burnt-offerings : And turely a very uncharitable mind, who will not leave Ninety 
and: nine unneceffary Ceremonies , to bring one ſinfull ftrayed Sheep into the Congregation, - 
and convert him from the error of his non-conforming way. I profes 1am amazed ro fee how 
many men of a very good ſence in moſt things, ſo zealouſly erroneous in this buſineſs of Re- 
ligion, ſeeing the Scripture ſo plainly declares, that nothing ſo covers the multitude of our fins 
as an act of charity ; nothing ſo acceptable unto God, ſo joyfull to his. holy Angels, as con- 
verſion of a ſinner. Yet theſe men will moſt paſſionately (and pardon me ifT ſay moſt uncha- 
ritably and irreligiouſly) cry, away with theſe Idiot SeCtaries and mad Phanaticks, let them 
wander and perifh in their own wild imaginations, we will not leave one Ceremony, nor any 
one Line of our Common Prayer Book to gain thouſands of them. No, if you alter that, we 
will rather leave the Church and go to the Papiſts Maſs. If theſe be not as ſimple SeCtaries and 
mad Phanaricks as any whatſoever, let God and his holy Angels judge. Bur as for you my 
Reverend-Fathers of the Church, I hope you will conſult with Scripture in this weighty Aﬀair, 
and model all according to the rules of meekneſs, charity, and compaſſionate tenderneſs to 
weak ones, there: ſet down: and endeavour with prudent admonitions to reCtife the errours of 
theſe too zealous Ceremoniſts, and with fatherly bowels of condeſcention to win the hearts of 
blind and wilfull Separatiſts : Certainly the more underſtanding and powerfull Leaders of them 
will not, cannot have the face to ſtand off after your charitable condeſcention, their populous 
pretences will be ſo confuted, their mouths ſo ſtopped, their faces ſo confounded, as for meer 
ſhatne, ifnot for reaſon andreligion,they muſt come into our Church: and their Paftors coming 
in, the Sheep will follow, though ſome ſtand a while and gaze: but at length having no men of 
ability to lead them on in their perverſe ways, the Shop-prating Weavers and Coblers will foon 
be deferted, and made heartleſs, teeing their own naked folly. And then ſhall we all joyn and 
Joyfully ſing Te Deam in our Churches, and the holy Angels in the Heavens. And then E ſhall 
moſt gladly ſing with good old Simeon, Lord, now let thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes 


have ſeen thy ſalvation, 
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Concerning Preaching, 


T remains that I now handle this great buſineſs of Preaching, wherein fear I ſhall diÞleaſe 
many, there being but a few who uſe it according tothe Original Inſtitution; and ya 

I had rather they ſhould Preach as they do, then quite omit it; for certainly 'tisa ne- 
ceſſary work for a Miniſter of the Goſpel to Preach the guſpel.. Saint Paul tells us, That ſome 
Preach the GoFfel out of emvy; yet he was pleaſed that Chriſt ſhould be ſo preached rather than 
not Preached ; and ſo I fay of Preaching Chriſt out. of vanity ; - as 'tis; evident many .do , 
Preaching theml(elves and their own abilities, at leaſt as they think abilities,. though often 
great weakneſſes and conceited impertinences. I beſeech you tell me, did nor Chrilt and the 
Apoftles Preach the beſt way ? andare not we to follow their Example? Who dare ſay other- 
wiſe? yet many do otherwiſe; they take here or there a ſentence of Scripture, the ſharter 
and more abſtruſethe better, to ſhew their skil and invention, this they divided and-ſubdivi- 
ded into generals and particulars, the 2d, the 2uale, the Duantam, and ſuch like quack- 


falving forms ; then they ſtuddy how to hook in this or thar quaint ſentence of Philoſopher or _ 


Father, thisor that nice ſpeculation, endeavoring to couch all this in moſt clegant Language; 
in ſhort, their main end is to ſhew their Wit, their Reading, and whatever they think is 
excellent in them : Nodoubt rarely agreeing with that of St. Paal, I d:termined not to know any 


thing among you ſav: feſus Chriſt and him Crucifizd; and my ſpeech and my Preaching was not with 


intic:ng words of Man's W:ſ:dom, but in demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power : I Cor. 2. And 
I verily believe this is the reaſon why Preaching hath fo little effet in theſe gays, becauſe 
they labor to ſpeak the Wiſedom of this World, which is fooliſhne(s with God, nor do they 
Preach in demonſtration of the Spirit, but in demonſtration of their Learning. I know full 
well this Unapoſtolick way of Preaching was uſed by ſome of the Antient Fathers, eſfpcci- 


ally the Greeks ,. always fond of nicities and curioſities, and being now become Chriſtians 


( as I faid before) tranſplanted their beloved Rhetorical flowers of humane Learning into 


Criſtian Gardens, which provedrather Weeds to over-run the ited of found and plain Apo- 


ſtolick DoCtrine, humane nature being a ſoyl apter to give nouriſhment and vigor to humane 


principlesthen Divine. But when didever any Learned, Witty Rhetorical harangue, or cun- 


iſtical diſcourſe convert the tythe of St. Peter's or St. Pau!'s fooliſh Preachinz, as he 
tearmsit, but the Wiſdom of God to thoſe that are perfeft and ſound in the faith. Who is ignorant 
of that famous paſſage at the Council of Nice? whither reſorted with divers others, one Emi- 


ning Syllog 


nent Heathen Philoſopher, offering himſelf ( as the manner of thoſe yain-glorious Sophiſters 


was, to diſpute with the Chriſtian Doctors; ſome Biſhops of great Repute for Learning, un- 


der him, and as they thought, cleerly Confuted ; but no way Converted him; art laſt ri- 
ſes up a grave antient Biſhop of ſmall Learning, but of great Faith and Piety, and ( with 


great difſarisfaCtion of his Brethren fearing ſome groſs baffle ſhould befall this goad Man ) 
comes up to the Philoſopher, and with great Magiſterial Authority recites unto him the Apoſto- 
lick Creed, I Believe in God the Father Almighty ------- and in the cloſe calls to him, O Philoſos | 


— pher b:lieveFthou this? The Philoſopher anſwered, I believe, not being able to reſiſt the de- 


monſtration of Spirit and Power wherewith he uttered thoſe Divine Myſteries, as he confeſs't 
before them all. You will fay this was a Miracle of great rarity; I grant it, but many ſuch 


| Miracles ſhould we ſee, had we the Faith and powerful Spirit of this Holy Biſhop, and would 


indeavor to imitate Apoſtolical Preaching, not Philoſophical Arguing, nor Rhetorical de- 
claiming. | | a, Re | 

We fee plainly the Apoſtolical Preaching. was either Catechiſtical Inſtructions, or Pious 
Admonitions ;: not tying themſelves to any form, but paſt from one matter to another as the 


Auditors condition required, not as the Preachers fancy and Reaaing prompt; juſt as the _ » 


Roman Emperor Caligsla, who when Delinquents came before him: to be Judged, condem- 
ned or acquitted them as agreed beſt with the current of his Oration: So theſe Men ſhape 
their diicourſe more to the applauſe then edificarion of the hearers. And ſo much time is 
ſpent in compoting theſe Oratory Sermons, as the Miniſter hath not leiſure to perform a quar- 
ter of his Parochial Duty, of viſiting the Sick, of admoniſhing the ſcandalous, of reconciling 
the janglers, of private examining and inſtruCting the poor ignorant ſouls, Thouſands in eve- 
ry Country as ignorant as Heathens, who underſtand no more of moſt Sermons then if in 
Greek ; ſo that the Sermon 1s rather a Banquet for the Wantons thar are full, then inſtru= 
Ction to tho'e whoare even ſtarved for want of ſpiritual food, the plain and faving Word of 
Chriſt, nor the nice conceited word of Man, which may nouriſh Camelions, never make folid 
ſound Chriſtians. There are others of a ditterent ſtrain, who wanting both Wir and Learning 
alſo, think to ſupply allby ſtrength of Lungs, by loud and long babl:ng, riding hackney from 
one good Town roanother, and with fervency of ſpirit like a boyling pot running over where 
ever they come. Were it a laughing matter,who could contain to hear ſome ſeeming Zealot Pa- 
ſtors talk ſo much of their obligation ro Preach the Goſpel,and muſt(forſooth) do it in the Pulpit 
twicea Sunday, counting thoſe almoft accurſed that do not ſo, and yet have inany poor Sheep 
in their flock as ignorant as any Sheep, whom they never regard,never inſtruct in the firſt Prin- 
Ciples of the Goſpel; as if Preaching were Tor rothe Pulpit and the Sabbath day, Pardon me 


if 


/ 
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If I tell you a Story which now comes in my head. I chanced tobe in a Lords Houſe on a $4- 
turday, when a zealous Miniſter came in; after ſome complements and ceremonious diſcourſe, 
he told the Lord, That where ever he was he never failed to preach the Goſpel on the Lord's 
Day as his duty, and therefore entreated that the Paſtor of the Pariſh mighr be deſired 
to give place to him next Morning. 1 ſuſpecting both his Zeal and Deſign (which after- - 
wards appeared ) asked him if he had received any particular Command from Chriſt to 
Preach at' this Place and that Hour ? The Minitter itartling at my Queſtion, aniwered, No. 
I replyed, Sure then other Miniſters had the ſame obligation ro Preach the Goſpel as he had, 
and moreover it was the Paſtor's particular duty to Preach to his own Congregation on the - 
Lord's day, how then could he in Conſcience defire the Paſtor to omit his. duty, and give place 
ro a Stranger who had there no duty incumbent upbn him ? Bur rhe Lord pulled me by 
the elbow and took me off from farther pretling him, and told him, he would ſend tothe Paſtor 
ro give him place. But toreturn to our buſineſs. Very few are to be found, here and there 
one of Piety and Diſcretion, that demeans himſelf prudently in his Office; and the reaſon is 
this. Itisgrownup into a general.opiniot1, That none are fit to be admitted into Holy Orders 
but ſuch as have ſtudied in the Univerſity ; and if he hathlearnt a little ro chop Logick, he is 


T— preſently deemed fir to divide the Word of Truth, and is eafily inſtituted into a Living, and it 


he can bring ſome nice Metaphyſical ſpeculations from Ariſtotle; or ſome Theological diſtin- 
ions from Aquinas, then he 1s worthy of two or three Livings or Prebends: And thus Uni- 
verfity Youths, and even Boyes of no experience or diſcretion, are made Spiritual Paſtors, rhe 
graveſt and moſt weighty Office in the World. I beſcech you, what have theſe Sciences 
{ falſly ſo called) to do with the Golpel, where we find not one tittle of them; but rather de- 
cryed as Encmies to the Goſpel, as tending to vain Jangling, ftrife and contention, nothing 
of Edification, We-had lately a brave ſtory of the Jefuits in China, who finding the King 
and his Courtiers much. delighted with the Mathematicks, but not very knowing in them, 
wrote to theGeneral of their Order at- Rozze to ſend them ſome Prieſts, very skilful in thar 
Science, to Preach the Goſpel there. Why did they not ſend for ſome alſo well skilled in 
Puppit plays? ridiculous Creatures ſhall I ſay, or rather impious, who think to ſupport the 
dignity, the Majeſty, the Divinity of tne Goſpel with ſuch humane toyes? Juſtasif a King, 
having ſome Potent Enemy invading his Country, ſhould inſtead of leading on a ſtout and 
Gallant Army againſt him, lead on a Morice-dance capering and frisking moſt featly , 
thinking thereby to appeaſe and gain the heart of his Adverſary. Yea fools and Blind ; we 
wreſtle not ag ainſt FleſÞ and Blood, but againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of 
the darkneſs of this World, arainſt Spiritual Wickedneſs in high places, Ep. 6. 12. And therefore 
the Weapons of our Warfare muSt not be carnal but mighty through Godto the pulling down of tron 

holds, 2. Cor. 10. 4 We muſt then take thewhole Armory o God, the helmet of Salvation, the 
Breſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, the ſheild of Faith, the Sword of the Spwit, Read alſo St. Payl to 
Timothy and Titms, ſetting down the required qualifications of Biſhops and Deacons, ſee if you 
can find any fuch Mathematick, Logick, Phyſick? No, but Gravity, Sobriety, Meckneſs, 


Diligence, and the like. Were ſuch Men taken into holy Orders and conſtituted Paſtors, the 


Church of Chriſt had been far better edified, and the Paſtors far more reverenced than now 
they are: though Plato, Ariſtotle, Encha, Scotus, Aquinas, were never known to them, ſo 
much as by Name, yet they would want no paſtoral knowledge which is compleatly con- 
tained in Scripture ; as St. Paxl told Timothy, That it was ſufficient to make him wiſe unto Salvati- 
on, profitable for Dottrine, for Reproof, for Correttion, for Inſtruttion that the Man of God might be 
throughly furniſhed ; mark, throughly furniſhed without Logick, Phyſick, Mathematick, Me- 
raphyſick, or School Divinity. Scripture Divinity throughly furniſhes the Man of God for all. 
I ſpeak not this in diſparagement of Univerſity Learning, which I highly value, if rightly made 
uſe of, *risas uſeful as honorable to a Nation, but much of Univerſity Learning as uſeleſs to a 
Spiritual Paſtor, asthe Art of Navigation to a Phyſitian ; the Paſtors only requiſite and com- 


\_ » pleatly qualiiying Science, being according to St. Paul to know nothing but Chriſt and him Craci- 


fied, and to Preach Chriſt, not with inticing words of Man's Wiſdom, but in demonſtration of the Spi- 
rit and of power ; to Preach Chriſt as well out of Pulpiras inthe Pulpit; in ſeaſon and out of ſea- 
ſon ; to the Poor and to the Rich; tothe ſirple and ignorant far rather than tothe knowing ; to 
Rebuke, to Correct, toedifice both by word and deed. 

Wherefore I moſt humbly beſeech the Church Governors to remember the Original Inſtitution 
of the Miniſtry, what kind of Men the Apoſtles choſe into it, grave Elderly Men; therefore 
ſtyled Elders, and known as well by that name as Biſhops, who having by long converſation 
gotten experience and knowledge to govern themſelves, were made Governors of others. IT 
rant we have Timothy for an example of younger years, that is, young by way of Comparifon 
tothe other Seniors; as a Man ofForty may be called young, compared to thoſe of ſixty ; yer 
no youth ſimply, nor ſimple youth : and tis plain he wasa perſon no way ſhort of the Elders 
in gravity, though ſomewhat in years: St. Pawl's general Rule was, not to admit of NVecwices ; 
but all general Rules have ſome exceptions. Timothy was one and a.rare one, we find not ano- 
cher. Next I pray conſider what kind of Preaching they uſed, you may eafily gueſs at their Ser- 
mans by theirEpiſtles,full of ſhort Catechiſtical Inſtructions,grave Exhorcations, ſober Reproofs, 
diicreet Corrections, and then rell me whether a raw Novice from'the Univerſity with all his Sci- 
ences and Languages be fit for this,or rather a grave ſober perſon of age and experiencebaving a 


good 
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good natural Capacity, illuminated by Scripture -Inſtruftion and Prayer, uſing alſo the help 
of grave and ſound Interpreters. Really 'ris moſt evident that the Church is run into great 
contempt by the lightneſs and giddineſs of many Miniſters, who intend nothing but to make 
a handfom School-Boyes Exerciſe in the Pulpit on Swnday, 'but neyer attend the other Paro- 
chial duties, no nor their own advance in Spiritual knowledg, bur give themielves wholly ei>- 
ther to idle Studies, or idle Recreations, andare very Children in Divine knowledg and beha- 
vior. Ido affirmthis in the Preſence of God asatruth, and I have known ſome paſs for very 
good Preachers, that could not give a good account of the Athanafian Creed, nor ſcarce of the. 
Childrens Catechiſm ; Maſters of Art, but School Boys in true Divinity , and ſo their Pariſho- 
ners continue very Babes all their life long. rg | 

It would make any true Chriſtian's heart bleed to think, how many thoufand poor ſouls 
there are in this Land, that have no more knowledg of God, then Heathens; Thouſands of 
the mendicant condition never come to Church, and are neyer lookt after by any ; likewiſe 
Thouſands of mean Husbandry Men that do come to Church, underſtand no more of the Ser- 
mon then Bruites : perchance in their Infancy fome of them learnt alittle of their Catechiſm, 
that is, they could, like Parrots, fay ſome broken pieces, but never underſtand the mean- 
ing of one line ; (this 1s the common way of Carechiſing) but afterwards as they grow up 
to be Men, grow more Babes in Religion, fo ignorant as ſcarce to know their Heavenly Fa- 
ther, andare admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper before. they are able to give 
account of the Sacrament of Baptiſm. This it is generally in the Country, and in the City 
as bad, partly for the reaſon before ſpecified, and partly by reaſon the number in many. Pa- 
riſhes is far greater than any one Paſtor can have a due care of; he cannot know half the Names 
or Faces of them, much leſs their Faith and Behavior, which is requiſite that he may both 
inſtruct and reprove where there is need. Wherefore Ihumbly conceive'tis neceſſary to di- 
vide theſe numerous Pariſhes into ſeyeral parts ;' but withal to provide means out of them for 
ſeveral Miniſters, for there 1s no hope to gainit from their Charity or Picty, which is plain Hy- 
pocriſie, ſeeming ſo zealous to hear the Word, but to contribute nothing towards it; the Mi- 
niſter may Preach his heart out, and yet not get out of their purſes any tolerable Maintenance ; 
a poor Husbandman in the Country of Twenty Pound a Year, that gets his bread by the ſeat 
of his brows,pays more to his Miniſter than a Citizen that gets Hundreds a year; ſitting atgreat 
caſe in his ſhop, and ſpends more in Ribbonds, Laces and Perriwigs in one year, then he pays 
to his Miniſter in Ten or Twenty: Tbeſeech them to conſider what account they will g1ve to their 
Lord and Maſter at that day. | '£. I. 

Burl return to the requiſite qualities of a Miniſter, who according to St. 'Paxl is tobe aGo- 
yernor as well asa Preacher; to admoniſh and rebuke as well asinftrut, and therefore of two 
evils chooſe the leſſer, rather Men defeCtive in parts to Preach, which may be ſupplied by 
Homiles, then defective in Wiſdom and Diſcretion to govern, which can't be ſupplied by 
other means. But would Men be content with the true Goſpel. and Apoſtolick Preaching, 
doubtleſs there might Perfons be found out fit for both, toGovern and to Preach ;- to Preach ole 
God the Creator of all, one Chriſt the Redeemer of all, one Holy Ghoſt the'Santtifier of all, 
to Preach the Bapriſm of Repentance, and the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, to Preach God- 
' lineſs, Juſtice, Mercy, Charity, Sqbriety, Chaſtity, &c; All which will be far berter perform- 
ed by a grave and godly conſcientiaus Man, well Catechiſed, though he neyer ſaw Univerſity, 
though he knew no other Language but his Mother Tongue, then by any Ariſtoreliſt, Scoriſt, 
Aquinatiſt, with all their knacks of quiddities and qualities, Syllogiſmes and Enthymems, di- 
ſtinCtions and ſubſumptions 8c. Not one Greek, or /taljan, or French of a Thouſand knew any 
Language but his Mother Tongue when the Goſpel firſt flouriſhed there; not one [ydian of a 
Hundred Thouſand, where St. Thomgs planted rhe Goſpel, ever heard of Plate or Ariftotlez 
and ſoI may ſay of many other Nations where the Goſpel was planted and}Prieſts Ordained . 
When God inſtiruted Aaron and that Prieſthood, when Chriſt inſtiruted the Apoſtles and thi s 
Prieſt-hood, not a rittle mentioned of School Sciences or Forreign Languages. 'Tis true , 
the Apoſtles by the Holy Ghoſt received the gift of Tongues, becauſe they were to Preach to all 
Nacions, but we find not any infuſion of Schooklearning by the Holy Ghoſt, nor any more gift 
of Tongues after the Goſpel once ſpread over the World ; God thought it then needleſs, 1 pray 
let's be no wiſer than God and his Chritt, who converted the World by the Fooliſhneſs of 
Preaching, but I neyer yet heard of any one Nation converted by the Wiſdom of Philoſo+ 
phical Rhetorical Preaching. Miſtake me not ; I ſay that Sciences and Languages are no way 
neceſſary for common Parochial Preachers, yet l grant that Sciences, eſpecially Hiſtorical; and 
Languages eſpecially the Oriental, are very uſeful ro the perfett underſtanding of Scripture, 
and very fir for ſome Miniſters to ſtudy, to whom God hath given parts and means toacquire/ 
them ; who may be helpful to others; and the Univerſities are very good places to train up 

ouths to this purpoſe; but ſtill theſe faculties are no way neceſſary to a parochial Care, a 
ſmall proportion of Learning with a great deal of Piety and Diſcretionis much better. Beſides 
there 1s another thing much to be confidered. Were there ſuch grave conſcientious perſons ad- 
mitted into the Miniſtry as the ApoSZles ordained; ſuch Preaching ſer up as they practiſed, and 
all other decryed,ſuch double honor paid unto the Miniſtry as St. Paul commanded and primitive- 
ly was rendred ( ſuch grave perſons would ſcarce ever fail of it ) then we might find Thouſands 
In the Nation that having means of their own, would preach the Goſpel to the poar for _ 
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ſake. The maintenance far Miniſters in moſt parts is fo wretchedly fmall (and fo like tobe, the 
Tythes being in the hand of Lay-men without hopes of recovery) that there is no convenient 
ſupport for Men of War app Gravity, and therefore Youths .and Striplings as wretched. are 
put into them of meer neceſſity, that they lye not wholly void ; whereas if Men thar had ſome 
Eſtate to help to maintain themſelves, being perſons of conſcience and,convenient Knowledg, 
were put into the Miniſtery, and ſuch Preaching the Goſpel accepred._ of, as: the Apoſtles and 
Primitive Diſciples uſed, the Cures would be ferved with far more cdification of the People;ant 
honor to the Church, then now they are. ,. 


= k \ 


I moſt humbly beſcech all in the ſpirit of meeknels and. humbly to conſider theſe things, lay- 


ing aſide the veil of pomp and vanity, which blinds their, eyes, and hinders them from.diſco- 


vering the naked truth and ſimplicity of the Goſpel, I call the Searcher of all hearts to, witneſs, 
I wifh unto; all Clergy-men :botlhi double honor. and double maintenance allo, I can't think 
any thing too much for thoſe who con:cientiouſly labor in. the Miniſtry. Bur ſeeing ( as I ſaid ) 
there is no hopes of regaining the Church maintenance, we in prudence ſhould ſeck out ſuch 
helps as may be had. And truly ,I have greatreaſon to hope;that were this rule obſerved of put- 
ting only grave diſcreet and conſcientious perſons into the -Miniſtry ( whether Univerſity Men 


or not, it matters not, ſo as fully inſtrutcd in the DoCtrine of the Goſpel by ſound Commenta- 


tors) many perſons of good rank and Eſtate would think it no diſhonor bur rather a higher ho- 
nor to enter into it, as they did inthe Primitivetime ; 74/:ax neerly related to the Rowan Em- 
peror, and afterwards Emperor himſelf, thought it an honor to be admitted a Reader, one 
of the loweſt Offices in the Church. And for the better advancing this buſineſs, and fyting 
all forts of Men with convenient knowledg for the Miniſtry, I humbly conceive it very fit there 
ſhould be one good and brief Engliſh Comment of Scripture ſelected and compiled out of thoſe 
many voluminous Authors, laying aſide all impertinent criticiſmes; abſtrufe queſtions, nice 
ſpeculations, and the like, ſetting down only the plain and moſt obvious ſence in matters of 
Faith and good life, neceſlary to falvation ; ſtich a book to be ſet forth by Authority, with a 
command that no Man in Sermons, Exhortations or Catechiſings. teach any thing contrary ta 
it, and what ever Learning beyond that is brought into, the Pulpit, let it rather be exploded 
then applauded; for if any countenance be given toexcurſians, there will beno end, the itch 
Men have to ſhew their Learning will ſoon bring us again into the vain unedifying prattice we 
now are in. 1 humbly conceive it fit alſo that the book of Homilies be reviewed, not to cor- 
rettany thing in them, for they are moſt excellent ſound Exhortations, , containing the true 
Primitive Spirit ; but to ad(l to them what ever 1s wanting to the neceſſary Doctrine of Faith 
and good manners, to reach eyery perſon how to behave himſelf in his ſeveral vocations, and 
theſe commanded t9 be read once over every year; forl have obſeryed ſeveral, even good and 
conſcientious Preachers to rake quite another.method, and Preach on this or that Chapter, and 
ſ{o.in the whole year, yea perchance in two or three vears, never Preach on the duty between 
Man and Wife, , Parents and Children,” Maſters and Servants,. Magiſtrates and SubjeRts ; or 0- 
mit to treat of Pride, or Malice, or cheating, or the like, by reaſon of which omiſſions, ſeveral in 
the congregatiqn are.ignorant in neceſlary duties, tho rightly inſtructedin things unneceſſary. 

I expett that many will cry ouit, of this as a means ro introduce lazineſs into the Miniftry , 
and a hindrance from exerciſing thoſe Talents God hath indowed them with. To this Tanſwer, 
Firſt, That had'rather the Miniſters ſhould be lazie, then thePeople ignorant in their duty, 
But ſecondly Lanſwer, That beſides Pulpit Preaching, the Miniſter may. find enongh ro do to 
keep him fromlazineſs, and exerciſe the beſt, that is, the moſt- uſeful Talents of a Miniſter, 
to viſit and comfort the Sick and Aﬀicted, ro compoſe Differences and reconcile Janglers, 
to. exatnine ahd inſtru the meaner and duller part of his Flock, who are not -capable of Pulpit 
Preaching, to whom they muſt inculcate both Doftrines and Admonitions ten rimes over, and 
ſcarcely ſo, make them apprehend any Spiritual Matters. Experience only canraile a belicf 
how extreamly dull the common People are in the Myſteries of Faith, and bur little quickerin 
the Principles of a good life Chriſt dyed to ſave theſe poor vulgar Souls as well as thoſe of 
the Gentry, and more lcarnd, yet the labor of moſt 'Miniſters is to entertain thoſe that know 
enough, and are very lazy in Catechiſing thoſe poor ſouls that know nothing ; let theſe be fully' 
inſtru&ted, and then for me, let them ſhew their Talents by Preaching as often as they pleaſe 
ro others : All thar I labor for, is, that thoſe may have it who moſt want it, either by injoyn- 
ing ſuch Homilies as mentioned to be yearly read, or ſich Sermons to be yearly Preached : 
I am no Enemy to true Apoſtolical Preaching, God forbid I ſhould ; but to vain 'Schalaſti- 
cal'u'eleis Preaching, to have the Paſtor, who ſhould daily watch over his Flock, fir in his 
Studdy all the Week long, picking from that or this Quaint Author a few beautiful Flowers , 
and then to come on Sandy with his Noſegay in his hand to enterrain Ladies and Courtiers ; 
for my part [count this far more ſinful lazineſs, then to read a Pious Homily on S4rday, 'and all 


the Weekaſter, go up and down from houſe to houſe raking pains toiaſtruCt and exhorr ſich as 


* I mentioned: Bur theſe ſhall becalled dumbDogs, yer ſurely by none bur barking Currs, who 


are wholly iznorant in true Apoltolick Preaching ; Pardon me if I return rhem their due, who 
ſpeak evilof that they underſtand nor. | Veg | 
They will Object, The Apoſtles and Primitive Diſciples did not read Homilies, but Preach'd 
thetnſelves;Neither dol deſire that any one Homily ſhould ever be read, ſo as we had the rrue A- 
poſtolick Preaching both on Szadys in publick,and Week-days al.o in private,where there is need: 


But 


Wor 
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But Tam ſure, ſuch pious Homilies as I have mentioned, are no wayes contrary to the Apoſtolical and 


Primitive Practice, and are far more uſeful than ſuch preaching as we have now adays. AndI am alſo 
ſure, that in the pureſt and moſt primitive time, Homilies under another name, were read in the 


Churches ; that is, the Epifiles of Apoſtolick, godly Biſhops, written to other Churches, were read | 
in the Congregation with great Veneration : Shall the name of Epiſtle make the one applauded;the. 


name of Homily make the other reproached, the Contents and the Intent being the ſame, to ſtir up 
the People to Godlineſs? If this will fatisfie, let the Homilies be ſtited Epiſtles to fuch or ſuch a 
Church, and thenl hope they will pas for current. But you will ſay, The Compilers of our Homi- 
lies are not of cqual Authority to thoſe Primitive Epiſtlers 3 Let that paſs, but I am ſure they are of 
far more Authority than moſt of our Preachers: I pray conlider, how many giddy Youths are of 
our Minittry, how many of greater Age, but of as little Gravity or Diſcretion ? how many that vain- 
iy preach themſelves and their own Abilitics, not Thritt and his Goſpel ? how many that preach pt- 
oully and yet not uſctully ? but, as I faid betore, many things unneccffary, omitting many neceſſary : 
Sum up all thcſe particulars, and you will find a ſmall remainder that preach piouſly and edifying 
alſo, very tew to cqual the Compilers of our Homilics 3 and then calmly conlider the great Ule, yea, 
the great Necelhty of ſuch Homilies. But if you can furniſh all our Churches with pious, diſcreet, 
editying, preaching Paſtors, I am abundantly ſatistied 3 and do you feal up the Book of Homilies till 


a new dearth of Spiritual Food, which God in his great mercy prevent. Amen. 


Concerning Biſhops and Prieſts. = 


Hoever, unbia{s'd, reads the Scripture, thence proceeds to the firſt Chriſtian Writers, and ſo 
WW gocs on from Age to Age, can't doubt but that the Church was alwayes governed by Bz- 

ſhops, that is, by one Elder, or Presbyter, or Preſident, or what elſe you pleaſe to call him, 
{ct over the relt of the Clergy, with Authority to Ordain, to Exhort, to Rebuke, to Judge and Cen- 
(ure, as he found cauſe : no other Form of Government is mentioned by any: Authority, for fifteen 
hundred years, from the Apoſtles downwards. Now, who Can in reaſon and modeſty {uſpe& thoſe 
Primitive Biſhops, who lived in the dayes of the Apoliles, choſen by them into the Church, (uc- 
ceeded them in Church-Government, yea, and in Martyrdome allo for the Faith, as Clemens, Iona- 
tis, Polycarpus, and others ? who, I fay, can ſuſpect them to be Prevaricators in Church-Diſcipline, 
and take upon them another Form of Epiſcopal Government, contrary to Apoſtolical Inſtitution ? 
Theſe great Maſters of Selt-denial, who gave their Lives for the Truth, would they tranſmit unto 
Polterity a Church-Government contrary to the Truth? let who will believe it, I can neither believe 
it, nor {uſpett it : And there is yet another thing very obſervable, that all the Orthodox Church, 
diſperſed all the World over, ſome parts having no correſpondence at all with the other by reafon 
of diſtance, ſome by Wars divided and made cruel Enemies, yet all agreed in this Form of Govern- 
ment-3 and not only the Orthodox, but alſo the Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, who ſeparated from, 


hated and perſecuted the Orthodox Church, they likewiſe retained {till this Form of Government; * 


as if all were of necellity compelled to acknowledge this, having never known, heard, nox dream'®d 


. of other. And therefore nothing but neceſſity, it that, can excuſe thoſe who firſt ſet up another 


Form of Government to their own Maſters 3 let them ſtand or fall, I will not preſume to cenſure 
them ; I will only ſay, That from the beginning it was not ſo, and, I thank God, *tis not fo with us; 
but as it was in the beginning, ſo it is now with us, and ever ſhall be, I truſt in God, Amen. 

But notwithſtanding all this, yet *tis very much to be doubted, whether they were of any diftin&t 
Superiour Order from, and above the Presbyters, or one of the ſame Order (et over the reſt, with 
power to ordain Elders, to exhort, rebuke, challiſe, as Timothy and Titus were conſtituted by S. Pax: 
For though they were of the ſame Order with the other Elders and Paſtors, yet there was great 
reaſon for ſome to be placed with greater Authority to rule over the reſt, The Scripture tells us, 
That even in the dayes of the Apoſiles, there were ſeveral ſeducing Teachers, leading the People into 
Errors and Herefies, and more were to follow after the Apoſites Times, grievous Wolves in Sheeps 
clothing 3 and therefore it was very neceſſary to pick out fome of eminent ſoundneſs in Faith and 


_ godlinel(s of Life, and ſet chem up on high with great Authority, as fixed Stars in the Heavens ( fo 


tiled, Revel,1. ) to whom all might have regard in dangerous Times, as Mariners obſerve in their 
Sea-faring Journeys. But the Scripture no where exprefles any diftin&tion of Order among the El- 
ders; we tind there but two Orders mentioned, Biſhops and Deacons. Of Deacons we ſhall treaf 
afterwards, Let us now procced to the Order of Biſhops and Prieſts, which the Scripture diſtinguiſhes 
not 3 for there we find but one kind of Ordination, then certainly but one Order 3 for two diftin& 
Orders can't be conferr'd in the ſame inſtant, by the fame words, and by the ſame a&tions. They 
who think Deaconſhip and Prieſthood diſtinct, the one ſubſervient to the other, though they intend 
in the ſame hour to conſecrate the ſame Man Deacon and Prieſt, do they not firſt compleat him Dea- 
con, then Prieſt? ] pray let any man ſhew me from Scripture C as I aid ) Timothy or Titus, or any 
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one ordained twice, made firſt Pricſi, then Biſhop, which is abſolutely neccſary, if they be diſtin&& 
CharaQters 3 and *tis generally affirmcd,. though I humbly conceive they ſcarce underftand what 
they affirm, I mean, they underſtand rot what theſe Characters are, whether Greek , Hebrcw, or Ara- 
bick., or what elſe. But let that paſs, I deſire them only to ſhew me how a Man-can naake two Cha- 


racers with one ſtroke or motion, A. and B. at the ſame inſtant. 


| If then neither Timothy nor Titns, 
nor any other were but once ordained, whence can we gather theſe two diſtin Charactcrs, theſe 


two diſtin& Orders ? We find the Apoſtles themſclves but once ordained, thoſe by the A poſtles but 
once ordained, and ſo on. When St. Parl left Titts in Crete to ordain, he mentions only one Ordi- 
nation, that of Presbyters ( ſo the word in Greek _) no other; there's no Commillion given him to 
ordain Biſhops and Presbyters. Who then was to ordain Biſhops there ? not Titzzs 4 he had no fuch 
Command 3 we do not find that St. Pal himſelf did : And ſure you will not grant that the Presby- 
ters which Titus ordained, that they could ordain Biſhops there, -for you will nct allow them to or. 
dain {o much as Presbyters? Yet Biſhops you will nceds have in every City, and in Crere were very 
many > Who ordained Biſhops for them all? Truly, 1 can't find, nor you ncither, I believe. But you 
will ſay, The Superiour Order contains in it virtually the Inferiour Order (let this pals at preſent) 
Doth Presbyter then virtually contain Biſhop ? It fo, then all Presbyters are Biſhops, No, fay you. 
Biſhop is the Superiour Order, and that contains in it Presbyter, You fay fo, but by your leave you 
are to prove ſo, or give me leave to ſay otherwiſe, eſpecially ſeeing I have Scripture tor my laying, 
and you have none for yours, But ſhould I grant the Biſhop Superiour, what theh ? We tind Titzs or- 
dained not any but Presbyters, as he was commanded by St. Paxl; fo we-arc (till at a loſs for ous 
Biſhops, we find not their Ordination. Or did St. Pal miliake in his cxpretfion, and meaning bi- 


ſhops in every City, ſaid Presbyters in every City ? ct this paſs alſo, and Ipray let us fee what you mean 


by this, The Superiour Order virtnally contains the Interiour, Do not you ſay, there are two diſtin& 
Orders, two real diſtin& indelible Characters imprinted in the Soul, as the School-men affirm ( f1VC 
me leave to talk their Language, though I underſiand it not |) TEI take a fair Paper and make an A, 
upon it, for the Character of Presbyter.and then make a B, upon it for the Character of a Bilhop.the 
ſame Paper contains both Characters, but ſure one CharaGer doth not contain the other; A. doth 
not contain B, nor doth B. contain A. So the ſame Soul may receive two Characters, two Orders ; 


| but if the two Orders be diſtin, how can they contain each other, I underfiand no more than l do 


theſe Holy CharaRters. If they can paint them out unto me in their proper Figures, perchance I may 
underſtand then better, but as yet 1 ingeniouſly confeſs my ignorance. 1 grant, in a Metzphyfical 
way of Abſtraction, the ſuperiour Species contains the inferiour genus. A Man, a rational Creature, 
contains'the Animality of a Horſe, the inferiour Creature, but doth not coritain a real Horſe in his 
Belly 3 nor can a Man beget Horſes or men when he pleaſes 3 nor can you truly fay, a Man is a Hosſe: 
I believe my School-men would take it in ſnuff, {hould I affirm any of them to be Horſes, &c. But 
they affirm, that a Biſhop doth not only virtually contain the Prieſthood, but is really a Prieſt, and 
can rake Prieſts or Biſhops as he pleaſe : Whereby you may ſee this Anſwer, That the Superiour 
Order virtually contains the Inferiour, is a meer Evation 3 it ſounds as/if it were ſomething, but 
really is nothing to our purpoſe at all; for we arenot now upon Metaphyſical AbſiraQions,but real, 
individual Subſiftenciesz two actual diſtinct Orders, as they would have it, two diftin& indelible 
Charaters imprinted on mens Souls by Ordination, as A. and B. which can never be truly affirmed 
one of the other. A. isnot B.nor B. is not A. a man is not a Horſe, nor a Horſe is not a man; ſoa 
Biſhop, ordain'd onely a Biſhop, is not a Prieſt, nor a Prielt a Biſhop, if they be difiin&k. Wherefore 
I muſt believe them one and the ſame Order, eſpecially ſeeing the Scripture applics the ſame name 
promiſcuouſly to both 3 which is the ſecond Argument of their Identity, to be one and the ſame. 
Afs 20. St. Paul ſends to Epheſus, to call the Presbyters of that Church unto him at Miletum, 
and ſpeaking to them he calls them all Biſhops ( in our Tranſlation *tis Overſeers ) verſ. 28. So in 
his Epiſile to the Philippians, he direRts to all the Saints, with the Biſhops and Deacons, both in the 
Plural number: ſo that by the word Biſhops we muſt needs underſtand Presbyters 3 for Biſhops, as we 


=» now take the word, were never many in one City, I pray obſerve alſo St. Pawl, Epift. to Titus, 1.5. 


For this cauſe left T thee in Crete,---- that thou ſhouldeſt orduin Elders in every City----if any be blanieleſt-- 


for a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, Is it not here evident, that an Elder and a Biſhop in St. Paul's Lan- 


guage is one and the ſame 3 otherwiſe there were no coherency at all in St. Pax/s ſpecch. If this be - 
not convincing, beyond all poſſible eyation, I underſtand nothing of Diſcourſe. Other ſuch places 
are obvious in Scripture to every one, I need mention no more ; only 1 deſire to inform the Readcr 
of a paſſage to this purpoſe, in an Epiſtle of Clemens to the Corinthians. This Clemens is mentioned 
in Scripture , and is he whonn'St. Peter appointed his Succeſſor at Rome, and was of ſo great Autho- 
rity, that as St. Hierome tells us, this his Epiſtle was read in Churches : Now in this Epiſtle Clemens 
particularly ſets forth the Conſtitution of the Church by the Apoſtles, and what Miniticrs they or- 
dained in the Church 3 to wit, Biſhops and Deacons, he names no other; which ſecms to me as full 
an evidence as can be, that there were no-other Orders in the Church in thoſe dayes but thoſe twoz 
And yet we are ſure there was then Presbyters in the Church 3 for Peter and Fohn call themſelves 
Presbyters, and St. Peter calls them Presbyters to whom he wrotchis Epilile 3 fo that if there were.but 
two Orders, to wit, Biſhops and Deacons, Presbyters muſt be one and the ſame with Biſops,or with 
Deacons , not with' Deacons therefore one and the ſame with Biſhops 3 One Order called by two 


Names | 
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names promiſcuouſly in Scripture, as hath been fhewed before : And I deſire you to'obferve,that of thoſe 
two names, Presbyter and Biſhop, if there be any Dignity and Eminency expreſs'd in one more than the 
other, ſure it is in the name of Presbyter, not Biſhop 3 becauſe the Apoſtles themſclves, and the chicf of 
the Apoſiles ( as ſome would have it, who ſtand higheſt on their Pantables ) are in Scripture ſtyled Pres- 
hyters or Elders, as the word in our Engliſh Tranſlation, but never Biſhops, as I remember, And there- 
fore I can't but wonder, why that haughty Head of the Papilts ſhould not afſume to himſelf the Title of 
his pretended Predeceffor, St. Peter, Presbyter rather than Biſhop, unleſs it be by God's providential diſpo- 
{ure, to (hew his blindneſs in this as well as in other things, and make him confute himſclt . by this 
name of Biſhop, which was never given to St. Peter, no more than St. Peter gave unto him the Head(hip 
of the Church. As to the Interpretations and Anſwers given to theſe and tuch like Scripture-expreflt- 
ons, ſure I need not take any pains to contute them 3 for they are ſo weak, as that Petavixs, a late Wri- 
ter, and great Stickler for the Superiority 'of Epiſcopacy, durſt not truſt to them, nor would venture his 
Credit to make Uſe of them, but found out a new and rare concett, as he conceives, That thefe Presby- 
ters rnentioned Th Scripture, and called by both names, were all really Biſhops, 2nd that the Apoſiles 
Ordained them ſo, as moſt convenient for that time; for the Congregations of the Faithful being 
irnall, there needed no Prieſts under the Biſhops to officiate, and yct there was need of a Biſhop in thoſe 
{mall Congregations, becauſe there were ſeveral things to be done, which were not within the Power 
and capacity of Presbyters to act, ( as he ſuppoſes ) viz. the laying on of hands, and confirming the 
Faithful, after Baptiſm, the veiling of devoted Women, the reconciling of Penitents, the ordair.ing of 
Deacons where there was need and adds moreover, {everal impertinencies, as the making of Chriſme, 
conſecrating Church-Veſlels, &*c. And Petavins mightily applauds himſelf in this conceit, as' the only 
means to clear all difficulties : Our Dr. Hammond allo finding the uſual Interpretations of thoſe places 
of Scripture above mentioned, too weak to ſuſtain the Arguments builded on them for the Unity-of 
Order, goes along after Petavizs a great way 1n the fore-cited Diſcourſe ( though not in the later Imper- 
tinences, ) and athrms, that the Presbyters then were all Biſhops > And fo far] go with them, that all 
wete Presbyters, all Biſhops, becauſe all was one, and one was all 3 ſeveral Names, not ſeveral Orders, as 
they would have it; and this, I humbly conceive, firmly proved by my former Argument of one Ordi.. 
nation, wherein two diftin& Orders could not be confcrred 3 fo that (till I require them to ſhew me 
. from Scripture where theſe Presbyter-Biſhops were twice ordained, elſe it cannot be truly affirmed they 
were really and acually Prieſts and Biſhops. As for that Anſwer, That though but one Order was con- 
ferred, viz. Epiſcopal, yet that being ſuperiour to the Prielihood, contains this virtually in it ; fixft,you 
are to prove Biſhop to be ſuperiour to Presbyter, which I deny, the Apoſiles being peculiarly called Presby- 
ters, Secondly, that one contains theother,l ſuppoſe is already contuted.and fully declar'd that it cannot 
bez And, as I mentioned before, you do in effec confeſs it your ſelves by your pradice; for, if the Su- ._. 
periour Order ſo contains the Inferiour, as to enable a man thereby to act all things belonging to the In-" * 
teriour, it is a very impertinent thing to ordain a man, as you do, firſt a Deacon, then a Prieſt, then a 

Biſhop, when you deſign to confer all upon himin the ſame day and hour, | | 
And now, I pray give me leave toexamine a little Petavizs his rare conceits, which he conceives will 
fatisfic all former objections, and will meet with no new ones. He confecſles the Presbyters of the Apo- 
files times were all of one Order, viz. Biſhops, becauſe the Paſtors of each Congregations might perform 
thoſe ſeveral a&ts he mentions, which a bare Presbyter is not capable of. And why not capable of them? 
how doth he prove this? he brings not one tittle of proof for this out of Scripture, where there are 
good proots to the contrary. St. Peter and St. Fobn, Presbyters, could do all theſe and more 3 Ergo Presby- 
ters are capable of all. But,ſaith he, The Apoſtles were Biſhops alſo 5 alſo is impertinent.as ſignifying ſome- 
what elſe, whereas I ſay and prove *tis one and the ſame Order, only another name, it lies upon him to 
prove this differenceof Orders 3 and how doth he prove it? becauſe Presbyters can't do the ads of a Bi- 
ſhops why, this is the thing in queftion 3 and thus he runs round to prove this by that, ang that by this, 
and not one tittle out of Scripture for either. I know tull well by feveral Canons of Councils,made ſome 
at one time, ſome at another,the Biſhops reſerved many things to themſelves, whereof moſt of them had 
been practiſed formerly by Presbyters, and the Canons were made- to prevent the like for. the futures 
for had there not been ſuch a praftice, there had been no necd of ſuch Canons, whereby they reſerved 
theſe things unto themſelves, and for their own Greatneſs would needs perſwade the World that Pres- 
byters were not capable of them, I grant, that for Decency and Order in that ſenſe, ſome things may-be 
reſerved to ſome, other things to others to perform, but that the Order of Priethood was not capable, is 
even ridiculous, that the Preeſthood, being capable to do thegreateſt things, ſhould not be capable to do + 
the lealt 3 he can conſecrate the Souls of men by Baptiſm and the Lords Supper, yet (forſooth)-can't 
conſecrate their Oy}, and their Cups, and their Candleſticks, which we never heard the Apoſiles did, or 
dream'd of, but are the fond dreams of doting men, jult like the Phariſees, waſhing cups and platters 
after the DoCtrines of men, Really, there needs no better confutation cf their diſtintion and Superio- 
rity of Epiſcopal Order, than the mean ridiculous things which they aſcribe unto their Biſhops, and 
 debar Presbyters of, which, me thinks, a Presbyter ſhould contemn, were they offered him 3 and therefore 

ſuch Arguments as theſe axe not worth the ſmall painsI have taken about them. 

I proceed to ſomewhat that ſeems a lictle better 3 Petaviws tells us, That the number of Chriſtians in- 
creating, and Factions arifing in the Church, the Apoſiles at length, towards the end of their times, 
thoſe out of theſe Presbyter-Biſhops, ſome chief men, and placed them as Governours over the reſt, and 


releryed 
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reſerved unto theſe principal men the power of ordaining 3 thus far I freely conſent, the Scripture de- 
clares it, and it ſeems moſt Rational. And, I humbly conceive, theſe Governeurs and Ordainers were 
men of great Prudence and Moderation, and probably had alſo that Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, The diſcera- 


— of Spirits, and judging of Men (a gift mentioned in Scripture among others ) that none might be 
aliirted into the Prictthood but men of meek and peaccable Spirits. But now I would ask Petavius 


when theſe Governing Ordaining Biſhops were ſet over the relt of the Presbyter-Biſhops? when Titus was 
firſt ſettled with this Authority in Crete, and when Timothy was thus placed at Epheſus, where we find 
before were ſeveral Presbyter-Biſhops, what became of them ? were they un-biſhop'd and made fimple 
Presbyters ? they muſt no more ordain nor govern, but be ſubject to Timothy and Titzs. I am ſure it was 


thought no ſmall Puniſhment in future Ages, when Biſhops were thus by Decrees of'Eouncil abaſed and 


caſt down unto the Presbyter Form, and it was for ſome notorious Crimes. I pray what Crime were all 
theſe Presbyter-Biſhops guilty of, to be thus handled, and tumbled down into a lower Form ? Truly Peta- 
vins deals hardly with them, unleſs he can ſhew us their Crime. Or will he, inſtead of accuting them, 
excuſe himſelf, and fay they were not unbiſhop'd nor ,abaſcd, but only reſtrained from exercifing that 
Power their Order was capable of, had they been commiſſioned thereto? Truly, I muſt commend Perg- 
vius, if he will thus ingeniouſly confeſs the truth, for I ſhall by and by fully declare that *tis the diver- 


 fity of Commiſſion, and not of Order, that inables men. to act divertily, and that a Biſhop without Com- 


miſſion can do no more than a Presbyter without Commilſhon 3 and therefore I farther beg of Petavins, 
that, till he can prove the contrary, he would confeſs them allo to be all of one {ingle Order, called on- 
ly by divers names, Prieft or Biſhop, and one choſen out of the number, not the reſt abaſed, but he ex- 
alted with authority to Govern. This is the rational and common Practice of all Societies, Corpora- 
tions, Colledges, Monaſteries, Conclave of Cardinals, what not 3 There is no new Order ſuppoſed in 
any of theſe, but onely a new Election, and a new Authority given, according to the tundamental con- 
ſtitution of each Society. The Pope himſelf with his triple Crown, and triple Dominion over..all Patri- 
archs, Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, pretends to have no new Order of Popc{hip, but only the new Authori- 
ty conferred by his Ele&ion: why then may not Presbyters choſen, to pretide over the reſt without any 
new Order, do the like? Andfor this very reaſon, I conceive, Juſtin Martyr uſes the name of Preſident 
alwayes for Biſhop; and St. Cyprian alfo, a Biſhop himſelf, and moſt glorious Martyr, he calls himſelf, 
and other Biſhops generally, by the name of Prepoſitns 3 as if this were the main diftindion betwixt 


himſelf and his Presbyters, that he was Prepoſitzs only, one of them placed with Authority over them; 


no more : Nor doth the Name of Biſhop in the Original Greek {1gnifie any more than an Overſeer of 
the reſt. And as for the avoiding of Herefies and Factions, they thought it meet to ſettle ſome Biſhop, 
of great ſoundneſs in Faith, and godlineſs of Life, with authority to reſtrain and<haſtiſe diſorderly Pa- 
ftors. Juſt ſo, when whole Nations were convert&,and not only the Paſtors but the Biſhops alſo (who 
had overſight.of the Paſtors ) increaſed in number, then for the ſame reaſon it was thought fit there 
ſhould be an Overſeer of the Bifhops, and be called an Arch-Biſhop 3 when the Arch-Biſhops were mul- 
tiplied,then another ſet over them,and he called a Patriarch; andaat laſt, one over the Patriarchs, and he 
calPd Papa, a Pope, Catexochen, though Papa before was a name attributed to other Biſhops, Now as 
Pope, Patriarch, Arch-Biſhop, Biſhop, axe all oneand the ſame Order (Papilts themſelves grant this ) fo Bi- 
ſhop, Elder, Presbyter, Prieft, all one and the ſame, only one of theſe ſet over the reli, and he now parti- 
cularly calld Epiſcopws, that is, Biſhop, Catexochen, becauſe he overſees the Overſcers: but this laſt Con- 
fitution only is Apoſtolical,the other of Arch-Biſhop, Patriarch, Pope, are meer humane, not at all men- 
tioned in Scripture. EE 

But now another Objc&ion ariſes. Petavius grants, that all the Elders which the Apoſtles Ordained 
were Biſhops, and towards the end of the Apoſtles dayes they ſet ſome eminent among(i them over the 


reſt, to govern, and ordain Elders in every City, as Timothy and Tits, and theſe Elders in cvery City . 
\ were Biſhops, and thus the Apoſtles left the Ghurch with Biſhops only and Deacons. And this is evi- 


dent, by what I brought before out of Clemens, who lived after the Apoſtles daycs, and mentions only 
Biſhops and Deacons left by the Apofiles. This being fo, I defire to know, who after the Apoiles dayes 
began this new kind of Ordination of Presbyters or Elders, not Biſhops ? the Apoltles ordained none 
ſuch 3; who then? and by what Authority was this new'Order {et up ? the Scripture menticns it not 3 
when and by whom it came in 3 A very bold undertaking, without Scripture or Apoſtolical Practice. 

' I will not boaſt my conceit, as Petavizs doth his ; only 1 with the Reader to conhider, which is moſt 
Practical, moſt Rational, or rather moſi Scriptural 3 thereon frame this whole Fabrick, as the Rock and 


.only ſure Foundation : Humane Brain is too weak to ered and to ſupport the Fabrick of the Church of 
God; which the Romaniſts have made a very Babel with their Humane Inventions and multiplied Cha- 


racers and Orders; ſome of them would have nine ſeveral holy Orders in God's Church Militant 
here on Earth, becauſe there are nine ſeveral Orders of Cceleſiial Spirits in the Church Triumphant in 
Heaven, This is a Caſtle of their own building in the Air, a rare foundation for God's Church, Others 
will have ſeven ſeveral Orders and Characters, as ſeven Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. Hath the Holy Ghoti 


then bur ſeven ſeveral Gifts to confer ofi men ? St. Paul, 1 Cor. 12. counts unto us nine 3 not as if theſe. 


were all, but only for Example ſake, to ſhew us, that many and divers Gifts are conferred on us by one 


and the ſame Spirit 3 and in theconclufion of the fame Chapter he mentions eight. Theſe things were 


uttered accidentally, according to the occaſion, not as limiting the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt to any ſet 
Number, But if you will farther look into their application of theſe Gifts of the Holy Gholt, and ſee to 
: | what 
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what kind of ſeveral Orders they appropriate them, it would make a mai) amazed, to ſee Sober, Learned 
men, even that great Wit and Scholar, Aquinas, diſcourſe in'fuch wild manner, as did you but fiarid. 
bchind a Curtain, to hear and not ſee them, you doubtleſs would conclude you heard ſome old Woman 
in the Nurſery, telling her Dreams to Children, rather than Divine DoRors in School. ' Fl name but 
one or two of their Orders. The Porter of the Church-Door is one, and Che forſooth ) hath a Sacred 
Character imprinted on his Soul, and his Gift is, the Diſcerning of Spirits, that he may judge whoare fit 
to enter into God's Church, who to be ſhut out. Another of their Orders is that of. Acolathi, who are 
now, ( anciently they were quite another thing ) certain Boys carrying Torches, and attending. on the 
Biſhop ſaying Maſs 3 theſe have their CharaQter alfo, and thcir Gitt of the Holy Ghoſt, is the Taterpre-' 
tation of Tongues, fignified ( no doubt on't) by the Light in their hands, but underſiand no more of * 
Tongues than the Stick of their Torch, I will not weary you with more of theit Abſurdities. | 

Our Epiſcopal Divines, rejeAing theſe Chymerical Fancies of Ordets and, CharaQters, ſuppoſe it th be 
a certain Faculty and Power conferred by the laying on of Hands for the Exerciſe of Miniſterial Duties; 
and according to this purpoſe, the Superiour Order contains the Inferiour, as the greater Power con- 
tains in it the leſs : Thus Epiſcopacy, being the Superiour Order, contains in it Priefthood and, Deacon- 


-  - flips, theſe three are their ſuppoſed diſtin Orders. They may ſuppoſe this if they pleaſe, and 1 may 


ſuppoſe the contrary : But 1 would gladly know, on what Scripture they ground this Diſcourſe, that's 
the thing I (till require 3 and there we hnd no larger Faculty or Power given to Biſhops, but rather, to 
Presbyters, as I have (hewed 3 the Apoſtles, who had the greateſt Power, being ſtyled Presbyters, not Bi- , 
ſhops. And when our Biſhops do ordain Presbyters,do not they uſe the very ſame Form of words which 
our Saviour uſcd when he ordained the Apoſiles ? Receive ye the Holy G hvjt : whoſe fins ye forgive, they are | 
forgiven, &c. Do they not then by the ſame words confer the ſame Powet ? ( for I hope' they uſe no 
Equivocation, nor mental Reſervation) it the Power be the ſame, the Order is the fame by their own ' 
Rule. Again, Let us examine their own Practice : Do they not require a man ſhould be ordained firſt , 
Deacon, before he be ordained Priett, and Prielt betore Biſhop? what needs this, if the' Superiour con-' 
tains the Inferigur. But in Scripture we tind it otherwiſe 3 ' Timothy, who long officiated under S. Pant * 
as a Presbyter,, when he was left at Epheſus, and ſo when Titus was left at Crete, both to be Biſhops, we 
tind no new Ordination 3 were this requilite, ſure the Scripture would have given us at leaſt ſome hint 

of it, but nut. one tittle there, But if the Scripture be defeQive in Expretfions, you will (upply it. by | 


the Expreſſions and Practice of the Church in the firſt ſucceeding Ages. 


| Before you go on, and take much pains to ſhew me this, give me leave to tell you, that Tſball not-ea-'* 
fily recede from Scripture in Fundamentals, either of Faith or Church-difcipline, in things indifferent of * 
themſelves, or in more weighty matters, very doubtfully expreſsd in Scripture, I ſhall always moſt" 
readily ſubmit to the Interpretation of the Primitive and Univerſal Church, Irequire both Primitiveard - 
Univerſal 3 for I ſhewed before, that in matters of Faith there were ſome Errouts very Primitive, yet * 
not continued by the Univerſal Church; but reje&ed in ſucceeding Ages. - And at the time of the Evan- 


- gelical Reformation by Luther, Melantton, Calvin, &c, 1 can'thew fome Errors generally received in moft, 


if not in all the Churches of Chrifiendom, but neither approved nor known by the Primitive Church : : 
wherefore, I require what you produce, ſhould be both Primitive and Univerſal, and this to interpret” 
{ome place of Scripture doubtful in it ſelf, not plain. Now, 'as to.the Buſineſs in hand, I can't yield * 
thar the Scripture is very doubtful in it, or ſcarce doubtful at all 3 for though in Scripture *tis not mx 
terminis ſaid, Presbytery and Epiſcopacyare both one and the ſame Order, yer thecircumfiantial expreſſions- 
are ( as I have ſhewed ) ſo {irong and many, that they are cquivalent to a clear expreſſion, in terminzs. ' 
Secondly, this is not a matter of any indifferency, but of vaſt and dangerous conſequence, if miſtaken, 
That a Church, without ſuch Biſhops as you require, can't be truly call'd a Church, and fo we ſhalt 
exclude many Godly Reformed Churches : For it Biſhops be of ſuch a Saperiour and 'diſtin& Order, as © 
you pretend, if the Power of Ordination be inherent in them only, Then, where no'Bifhop, no true * 
Prieſts ordained where no Prieſts, no Sacraments 3 where no Sacraments, no Church.' Wherefore, F* 
humbly beſech you, be not too'politive in this point, left thereby you do not only condernn all theRe-" 
formed Churches, but the Scripture, and St. Pax! alſo 3 who tells us, That the Scripture is ſufficient to ! - 
make us wiſe untÞ S2lvation, both in matters of Faith and Works alfo, to inſtruc; and throughly fur- 
niſh us to every good Work : and will any deny this of Ordination to be both a good and neceſſary * 
work, ſceing that the powerful Preaching the Word, and adminiſtration. of the Sacraments depend up-" 
on it ? Wherefore, I dare not by any means ſuſpect the Scripture defeRive in this weightyaffair. Yet, . 
to ſhew- you our willingneſs to hear all things, let us hear what you can tell us from! Antiquity. © ” 
The firſt you bring is Epipbanizs, three hundred years after the Apoſiles, from whom'the main Ob- * 
xion is drawn againſt the Identity of Order, and thot as a Cannon Ball againſt ns; beyond all poſſi: 
ble refiftance, but you will find it to þe a mere Tennis: Ball. Epiphanizs, making a Catalogue of Here- | 
ticks, puts in Zrixs for one, who was an Arrian, and moreover held, that Biſhops and Prieſts were all'of 
one Order, and of equal Dignity and Authority,and that a Presbyter had power to Otdain; Confirm, and, 
in ſhort, to aft any thing equal with a Biſhop. That he was an Heretick is apparent, being an A4rrian 3 
nay, I thall not ſcruple to yield unto you, that he'was an Heretick in this his Aﬀſextion concerning Epi- 
ſeopacy and Presbytery, 6 as we now underſtand them, ) I fay, the Aſſertion contains Herefie in one part, ' 
but not in every part, viz, That the Biſhop and other Presbyters are of equal Authority and Power to 
aCt : this may, in ſome ſenſe, be called 'Hereſie, for it is againlt Apoltolical Conſtitution declared in'Scrt- ' 
pture, therefore an Heretic 3 and if you can ſhew me from Scripture as much againſt Kentity of Order, * 


& 


(-23.) ; 
I ſhall brand him for an Heretick in that alſo 3 but being ſure there is no ſuch thing in Scripture, there 
can beno Herelie in afhrming the Identity, I fully agree with Tert#/lian, we can make no judgment, de 
rebus files nifi ex literis fidei, of Matters of Faith, but from the Writings of Faith, that is, the E tore: 
and therefore I fhall never be. pulled from this Pillar of Truth. The Scripture is our compleat Rule of 
Faith, no Opinion is heretical and damnable which is not againſt that. Now, Good Reader, I pray take 
notice that Epiphanius was a very Godly Biſhop in the main,- but yet a very Cholerick man, as appears }. 
in that his fierce conteſt with Fob: Biſhop of Conſftantinopleand his bitter expreſſions therein,which I do 
not mention irt diſparagement of this holy man, but only to give the Reader a caution to remember, 
that paſſionate men do ſometimes cenſure more ſeverely than there is cauſe : Epiphanius being a Biſhop, 
and finding the Authority and Dignity of Epiſcopacy much diſparaged by Zrius, being an Arrian Here- 


- tick, falls upon him ſharply for this his Opinion alſo, wherein he was in part much to be condemned, 


as I freely confeſs'd before, but not in the very Point now in queſtion 3 nor doth Epiphanizs himſelf 
condemn him in this particular as an Heretick, but only in the groſs, to which I frecly give my Vote. 
But you will tell. me, a man of a far milder temper, St. Auſtin, doth alſo inroll Arizs among, Hereticks, 
I know it well, bur I defire you to know that St. Auſtin doth not lay this to his charge as an Hereſie, 
for he faith only thus 3 Arivus alſo was an Heretich , for he fell into Arrian Hereſie, and he added ſome Opi= 
nians of bjs own; then St. Auſtin recounts ſeveral of his Opinions, whereof this was one, That he affirm- 
ed, there was no difference between a Biſhop and a Presbyter ; where, I pray you obſerve,St. Auſtin gives 
us. the reaſon why he ranks him with Hereticks, viz. becauſe he fell into the Arrian Hereſie; then fol- 
lows, And he added ſome Opinions of his own : St. Aſtin calls theſe Opinion, not Herefies, for he doth 
not ſay he added more Herclies of his own. Secondly,l pray you obſerve,St. Aſtin makes no mention of 
his affirming the Identity of Order, but only this, That there was no difference at all between Biſhop 
and Presbyter, wherein I will condemn /Erizs as well as you. But, as for the Identity of Order. tis well 
known, that St. Auſtin is noted by Medina, a Papiſt Writer, and others, to incline to this Opinion but for 
my part, I think the words quoted from St. Azjtin, do not expreſs any Opinion one way or other to this 
PRrpets but are only a Complement to St. Hierom, who was but a Presbyter 3 yet, in humility St. Au- 
#tin being a Biſhop, acknowledges him to bEhis Superiour in many things. But I deſire you to take no. 
tice of another very remarkable and moſt worthy paſſage of St. Auſtin, who tells us plainly, that we are 
not to read him, or any other Author, ever fo Holy,-or ever ſo Learned, with any obligation to ſubmit 
{to his or their Opinions, unleſs they prove their Opinions by Scripture, or convincing Reaſons. So 
then, had: AErius been declared both by Epiphanizs and St. Auſtin alfo, to have been a Heretick in this 
very particular of Identity of Order, yet they bringing neither Scripture nor any Reaſon at all, but, 
merely a baxe narrative of Arizs and his Opinions, not ſo much as calling his Opinicn in this particu- 
lar Herefie, much les offering proofs for it 3 by St. Auſtin's Rule we may, with great civility to them, 
and great confidence in the truth, fiill affirm the Identity of Order. = 
But how. will I anſwer that Obje&tion taken out of Sz. Fierem, who, ſay you, was as great a Leveller 
of Biſhops with Prieſts as any ( and therefore what ever comes from him, you may be ſure is extracted 
from him by the powerfulneſs of undeniable truth ) yet he confeſſes that Biſhops have the Authority 
of, Qrdination. more than Presbyters. A man may ſmile to ſee this uſed as an Argument for the prehe- 
minency of Biſhops, which is dircly againſi it : For, St. Hierom, having diſcours'd of the Quality and 
Identity of Presbyters and Biſhops, and having brought many Arguments from Scripture to prove that 
Biſhop and Presbyter was only two names for one and the ſame Offices for a further confirmation here- 
of, asks this queſtion ; I pray what doth a Biſhop do more than a Presbyter, except Ordination ? Plainly 
intimating thereby, that this could make noſuch diſtindion of Eminency in them above Presbyters : I 
beſcech you conſider, Do not Presbyters perform Offices of a higher nature than Ordination ? Presby- 
zers are ordained Ambaſſadours for Chrift, to preach his holy Goſpel for the ſalvation of Souls; they are 


- under Chriſt, Mediators between God and the Poople, to make Interceſſion for then 3 they adminiſter 


the Sacrament of Baptiſm, wherein the Children of wrath are regenerated and made the Children of 
God, and Heirs of Eternal Life; yea, they adminiſier the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper alſo, the moſt 
tranſcendent a& of Religion and Chriſtian Dignity, whereby we are made partakers of the Body and 
Blood of Chrift : And what doth a Bilbop more than theſe, except Ordination ? which being no Sa- 
crament, fure is infcriour in dignity to the other mentioned Acts, and therefore cannot elevate them to 


-a higher degree. Judge now, I beſeech you, whether this Queſtion makes os or con? Are not ſuch Que- 


ſtions alwayes tending to Diſparagement ? when any man is boaſting his Power and Authority, ſhould 
I come and ask, What can you do more than others, unleſs it be in this or that poor buſineſs, not worth 
ſpeaking of? 'would he not take this as an Aﬀeont ? Wherefore it cannot enter into my head, that 
St. Hierom intended by this Queltion to expreſs any ſuperiour Order above the Prieſthood, but plainly 
the contrary, viz. That Biſhops having no other Power diſtin& from Prieſts but Ordination, this could 
be no Argument for a diſtin& and ſuperiour Order. And now I defire my ' Reader, if he underfiand 
Latin, to view the Epiſtle of St. Hierom to Evagrizs, and doubtleſs he will wonder to fee men have the 
confidence to quote any thing out of it for the diſtin&tion between Epiſcopacy and Presbytery, tor the 
whole Epiſtle is to ſhew the Identity of them. Before I chanced to read this Epililgg.l was of the erro- 
neous Opinion, that Biſhops were a diſtin& Order, but ſo convinc'd by this Epiſtle, as I was forced to 
ſubmit toachange : And I farther defire my Reader to obſerve the various Fate of: St. Hierom and A- 
rigs % AErins is xeviled as an Heretick for affirming this Identity of Order 3 Hierom paſſes tor a Saint, 
and a. great DoGor of the Church, though he affirms the very ſame as fully as Arizs, or any man can 


do 3 
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do 3 and therefore it may be my, fateto be reviled as. frius was 3 but our Saviour bids us-rejoyce,and 
be exceeding glad when we are reviled for his Names ſake, (or tor his Words fake, ſure all: is' one) 
for great is our Reward and ſol proceed. yes Pp RE 23 

But there lics yet a great Objetion made by our good biſhop Hall; he tells how that Celluthus a. Preſe 
byter of Alexandria, took upon him to ordain others and that afterwards, in a Council-of an hundred 
Biſhops in Agypt, their Ordination was declared null, becauſe ordained by a Presbyter : from this and 
ſome other ſuch Inſtances, the Biſhop would prove that the Order. of Presbyters is not capable to or- 
dain, therefore Biſhops are a diſtin Order. I am ſorry ſo good a man had-no better a. proof for his 
intended purpoſe. It ſecms he quite forgot how that the famous Council of Nice, conlilting of.above 
three hundred, made a Canon, wherein they declare, That if any Biſhop ſhould ordain any of the 
Clergy, bclor;ging to another Biſhop's Dioceſs, without conſent and leave had of that Biſhop to, whoſe 
Dioceſs they d1d belong, their Ordination (ſhould be null. You fee then the irregular Ordination of 
a Biſhop is as null, as the irregular Ordination of a Presbyter 3 therefore the irregular Biſhop, and the 
irregular Presbyter, are of the ſame Order, of the ſame Authority, neither able to ordain. Is 1t not moſt 
evident by this, that *tis uot theiz Order but Commiſſion, that makes them capable to ordainz ſure an 
irregular Biſhop is of the ſame Order with the regular: Is the.Line of his Dioceſs like a Conjurers Circle, 
within it he is a Biſhop, without it he is none. No, but within it he hath Commiſhon given him to 
ordain, without itno Commiſhon, no nor to,aCt in his own Dioceſs beyond his Commiſhon, which.is 
to ordain only the Clergy of his own Dioceſs, and within his own Dioceſs. Can any thing be 
plainer ? Celluthus then being but a Presbyter, and under the Juriſgh&ion of the Biſhop of Alexandira ; 
his taking upon him to ordain Presbyters, was highly irregular and ivfolent, and thexefore moſt juſily 
declared null. I delire the Papiſtical School-divines, with their manifold indelible Characters, to.ob- 
ſerve here, how. cafily the Councils daſht out the indelible CharaQer of Presbyter, imprinted. on the 
Souls of theſe men irregularly ordainedz they made a clear Raſure, not one Tittle of it left. And 
could they ſo eafily cancel the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt ? I leave my, School-men to find out how this 
rare feat was done, And I proceed to add a Canon taken from a Council at Antzoch, concerning 
Chorepiſcopi,, much to our purpoſe. 

When the Apoliles had ſettled Biſhops in every City, with Authority. of oxdaining and goyerning 
the ſeveral Churches or Congregations within the Circuits of thoſe Cities 3 ſome were very, large, 
and therefore in proceſs of time, when more were converted to the Faith, and. the Congregations - 
encreaſed more in number, and at greater diſtance than the Biſhop. himſelt could well have the over- 
Gght of, the Biſhop choſe ſome principal men for his Afſiſiancez, and-dividing his great. Circuit into 
ſeveral Teſſer Circuits, placed theſe men as Overſees under him 3 and 'thele were: called Chorepiſcops, 
that is, Country Biſhops, and were much after the manner of.our Ruxal Deans. Thoſe Chorepuſcaps, 
Country Biſhops, being thus ſettled in Authority to govern he paſtors) prichs in their Circuits, took; 
upon them to ordain more prieſts when occaſion required, which thechict Biſbops took very 1ll at theix 
hands, as a great leſſening to their ſupream Authority : And. to prevent. it for. the future, a Canon 
was made in the Council of Antioch, about the year 340. to forbid theſe Country, B 4 to. ordain 
any Prieſts, Now I pray. you obſerve, Theſe Chorepiſcops were either really ordained in. the Qrdes of 


4 


to oxdain, as well as to govern, and were as little Biſhops under an Arch-biſhopz for ſuch really they 

were : ſo that I can't in charity cenſure them fo much as of Contumacy in taking upon them more - 
than (they thought at leaft) they, bad Commiſſion to a; I doubt not but the chief Biſhop wouk 
be wary cnough not to employ any conturnacious perſons. I conclude then, firſt, That it was ouly 
3 mere miſtake, an eafie and pardonable miltake of their Commiſſion; Secondly, That in thoſe times 
it was not thought an impoſhble thing for bare Prieſts, no Biſhops, to ordain other Prieſts, tor then 
certainly they would never have undertaken it. And-I confeſs my {elf of theix opinion, andcan't but 


: 


{o continue till 1 ſee more reaſon to the contraxy. 


And I hope my Reader will (eg what weak Proofs are brought for this diſtinion and ſuperiority 
of Order ; no Scripture,no primitive General Council,no oa conſent of primitive Doors and Fa- 
thers,no not ong Prumitive Father of note ſpeaking particulasly and home to our puxpoſe. Only a tay 
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of Epipbanius and St. 4utin, upon ZErius the Arrian Heretick, but not declared, nonot by them, an 
Heretick,in this particular of Epiſcopacy 3 ſo that I my felf declare more particularly againſt him than - 


theſe Fathers do, accuſing him of Herefie in part of his affirmation concerning Biſhops, though not in 


every part. | | | 
| I ſhall conclude this Buſineſs, by giving my poor Judgment, drawn from the preceding Arguments. 
I find in Scriptute, that the Prieſthood is an holy Order, into which no man is to thruſt himſelf, unle(s 
he becalled ; I do not find that Deaconſhip hath an interiour part in it, or Epiſcopacy above it, but that 
it is compleat and intire in it ſelf, and that it may involve many Adminiſtrations in one and the ſame 


Order, and ſometimes many in one and the ſame Perſon. St. Fohn wasan Apoſtle, an Evangeliſt, a Pro- | 
'phet, a Paſtor, a Teacher, an Ordainer, ( which we call Biſhop ) all theſe Gifts he had by one and the 


ſame Spirit, and ih one and the ſame Prieſthood. Chriſt himſclf was of this Order, a Prieft for ever 'sfter 
the Order of Melchiſedek,, that is, both King and Prieſt, theſe were his Offices 3 he is called alſo the Biſhop 
of our Souls ; Was this in Chriſt a diftin& and ſuperiour Office or Order to his Prieſthood ? who will 
prefume to affirm this? And Chriſt told his Apoſtles, As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend T you 3 Chriſt there- 
fore made them alſo Kings and Prieſts, as St. Fohn tells us, Kev. 3, Our Saviour's Kingdom was not of 
this World, na-rmore was that of the Apoſiles 3 Our Saviour's Office of Prieſt and Biſhop was oneand the 
ſame, ſo was that of the Apoſiles 3 and they Ordained and ſent others, as Chriſt ordained and ſent them; 
there was no diſtinQion or diverſity of Order in Chriſt and his Apoſiles, no more was there in thoſe 
who were ordained and ſent by the Apoſtles, though there might be diverſity of Gifts or Adminiftrati- 
'Gns : all were not Evangeliſts,nor Prophets {ome had the Gift of Tongues, ſome of Prophetie, ſome of 
Miracles, ſome of diſcerning Spirits 3 and ſome ſuch Gift I conceive they might have, whom the Apo- 
ſiles conſtituted ſuperintendent Overſeers, Biſhops over the reſt, endued eſpecially with the Gift of DiC(- 
cerning and Judging of Men, and therefore fit to be intrufted with the Ordaining of others, for which 
there needed no new Order, but the inlargement onely of their Commiſſion to ordain, to overſee and 
govern thoſe that were ordained. And thefe, as I ſaid before, being ſettled in this eminent manner over 
the reſt, were called by that name in Greek which ſignifies as much, and which we in Engliſh call Biſhops 
and by degrees this name was wholly appropriate to them. In this order the Apoſtles left the Church 
at their death, and in this order their Succeſfors continued it ( as in duty ſure they ought ) frem time to 
time, near one thouſand -fve hundred years, without any interruption. Wherefore, for any to alter this 
way of Government, or to take upon them to Ordain, not being choſen this way to it, they would be 
guilty of great raſhne(s and high preſumption 3 and, I thank God, I am as zealous for the preſerving this 
Primitive way, as any man 3 Yet, I cannot by any means conſent to them, who would have Epiſcopacy 
to be a diſtin& Order, for the Reaſons before given; nor can I think the Ordination of a Pricft made by 
Prieſts invalid, for though it ought not to be done, ( but only of necelſity ) yet being done, *tis valid 3 
and certainly may, without any Crime, be done by any Prieſt, by ſhipwrack, or any ſuch chance, caft in- 
to a Countrey where there were none commithonated to ordain 3 in ſuch a caſe he might and ought to 
ordain other fit Perſons for the Service of God, and preaching of the Goſpel. For who can doubt, 
but that the Subſtance is to be preferred before Ceremony ? And as St. Paul approved of the 'preaching, 
of Chriſt out of Envy rather than no Preaching 3 (o doubtleſs to ordain out of Order, is better than no 
Ordination, and the Church of Chriſt be deprived of Preaching; Praying, and Adminiftring the Sacra- 
ments, and all other Paltoral Duties; ſo great neceſſity may well excuſe any irregularity : Yet where _ 
Order can poſſibly be obſerved, it ought to be, for God is the God of Order : Wherefore he that wilfully 
tranſgrefles againſt Order, tranſgrefles againſi God, and {hall receive to himſelf Damnation : for if to reſift 
the Ordinance of man onely in Humane and Temporal things be Damnation, much more is it to reſiſt 
an Apoſtolick Ordinance in things Spiritual and Divine, 


heme 
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G oncerning Deacons. 


FF Aving thus'ſtated and united the two pretended diſtin Orders of Epiſcopacy and Presbytery, I now 
0 Þ proceed tothe third pretended Spiritzal Order, that of Deaconſhip. Whether this of Deaconſhip 
© © bepropetly to be called an Order, or an Office, I will not diſpute; but certainly no Spiritual Order, 
for their office was to ſerve Tables, as the Scripture phraſes it, which, in plain, Engliſh, is nothing elſe 
but Overſeers of the Poor, to diſtribute juſily and diſcreetly the Alms of the Faithful, which the Apoſiles 
would not trouble themſelves withal, leſt it ſhould hinder.them in the Miniſtration of the Word and 
Prayer. But-as moſt matters of this World in proceſs of time defle& much from the original Conſtitu- 
tion, {o it fell out in this buſineſs ; for the Biſhops, who pretend to be Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, . by 
little and little took to themſelvrs the Diſpenſation of Alms, firſt, by way of Inſpeon over the Dea- 
cons, but at length, the total management, and the Deacons, who were mere Lay-Officers, by degrees 
crept into theChurch-Miniſtration, and became a reputed Spiritual Order,and a neceſſary degreeand ſtep 
to the Prieſthood, of which I can find nothing in Scripture and the original Inſtitution, nota word re- 
lating to any thing but the ordering of Alms for the Poor. - And the firſt I find of their officiating in 
Spiritual matters, is in Juſtin Martyr, wholived in the ſecond Century, he relates, that when the Biſhop 
had conſecrated the Bread and Wine for the Lord's Supper, the Deacons took it from him, and deliver- 
edit to the Lay-Communicants there preſent, and carricd it alſo to the Faithful that were _ a - 
C | ered, 
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dered.] gueſs, from coming, by fickneſs, or ſome other good exciiſing cauſe, In the beginning, when the 
Congregations of the Faithful were ſmall, the Biſhop himſelf delivered the Communion to them, but ac 
length,increafing to great numbers,it would have taken too much of their time for the Biſhop to have de- 
livered it-to the whole Congregation; ſo the Deacons were made Ule of as tit Perſons for this matter,for 
in thoſe dayes there was alwayes a Communion in the Aﬀemblies on the Lord's-Day, and the Laity that 
Day brought their Alms and Preſents with them, which were delivered unto the Deacons to diſpoſe of 
to the Poor, by the Biſhops dire&ion, and therefore the Deacons receiving from their hands their chari- 
table Benevolence, were thought the fitteſt to return again to their hands the conſecrated Mylſteries,being, 
part of their offerings. But tis evident, this was not yet come to be the general practice of all Church- 
es,but only inGreece, where Juſtin Martyr lived 3 for Tertullian,who lived in Africk ſome years after Juſtin, 

; declares, that the cuſtome there was, to receive the bleſſed Sacrament from the hands of the Biſhop only, 
whom he calls the Preſident, that is, whoſoever was chict in the, Aſembly, whether Biſhop or Presbyter: 
But yet I confeſs, that this cuſtom! of the Deacons delivering the blefled Sacrament, or at leaſt, one;part 
of it, viz. the Chalice, by degrees became the cuſtome in moſt Churches in after Ages3 and. ſo-palling 
from ohe thing to another, in time they came to adminitter the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and at laſt, to 
the miniſtration of the Word, the Buſineſs which the Apoſiles peculiarly reſerved to themſelves, and 
which the Biſhops alſo for .a long time relerved fo entirely to themſelves, as it was thought a great 
Inſolency for any, even for the Presbyters, to take upon them to preach in preſence of the Biſhop. Vale- 
rius, Biſhop of Hippo, (as Poſſidius relates ) was ſharply rebuked by his fellow Biſhops, for ſuffering /S. Aw- 
tin, then but a Presbyter, to preach before him. I know ſometimes it was {uffered alſo in other Church- 
es, but very rarely, where the Biſhop himſelf was of weak Abilitics for the work, and had ſome Pres- 
byters under him very Eminent. And fo it was with Biſhop Valeria and St. Auſtin, a Perſon of great 
note in thoſe dayes. And thus you ſee, in procels of time, how fixangely things alter from their origj- 
nal Inſtitution, the Biſhops omit preaching, and become ſervants of Tables, and the Deacons from ſery- 
ing of Tables, fiep up into the Pulpit, and become Preachers. | But Petavivs takes upon him to prove 
Deaconſhip a Spiritual Order, and brings us a more early Author for it than Jaftin, that noble Maryr, 
mentioned before, Tpnatins 3 - who, in his Epiſtle ad Tralli, calls Deacons ( as Petavius conceives ) Mini- 
ſters of the Myſteries of Chriſt. Here I find that, which I often lament, Learned men to go on in a 
track one after another, and ſome through inadvertency, ſome through partiality, take many paſſages 
of ancient Authors, quite different from their meaning, as here, ;all tollowing the tirfi erroneous Inter- 
preter of Tpnatius. Whoever firſt tranſlated this Epiſile of Tgnativs, {ure this fancy of Deacons ran much 
in his head, otherwiſe he could never-haye found them here, for 'tis. evident. the word Diaconus.im this 
place relates to Presbytery, newly before mentioned, telling the People they' ought-to be obedient to the 
Presbyters, as to the Apoſiles of Chriſt 3 ( then follows ) Tow muſt therefore, pleaſe them in all things, be« 
ing Miniſters of the Myſteries of Chriſt. Mark, I beſeech you, Tow muſt Therefore 3,/is not Therefore 4-par- 
ticle relating to what went before, viz. to the Presbyters, otherwiſe the Speech is very abſurd. - Should 
I ſay; Presbyters are as the Apoſiles of Chriſt, therefore you mult in all things pleaſe the Deacons, were 
it ſenſe ? No, but juſt, Deus in calo, ergo baculns in angulo 3 but to ſay, the Presbyters areas the Apoſiles, 
therefore you mult pleaſe them in all things, being the Miniſters of the Myſteries'of Chriſt, as the Apo-= 
ſiles were 3 this is very good coherent ſenſe : and ſo run the words of Tgnativs. [But the weak Inter- 
preter, miſtaking the word Diaconzs, ran into this Errour, and many Learned Men, without any-conſt- 
deration, have run after him. I grant the word Diacones is often ſet for Deacons,ſpecifically diſtinguiſhe 
from Presbyters but ?tis very often ſet for all Miniſters 1n general, Apoſiles, Biſhops, Presbyters, as you 
find frequently in Scripture. St. Pal in one Epilile, viz. 2 Corinth. twice ſtyles himſelf and other Apo- 
files, Diaconos. And I do the more wonder at the Interpreter's miſtake in this place, becauſe by the tol- 
lowing words Tpnatizs here excludes the ſpecitical Deacons, ſaying, Not the Miniſters of meats and drinks. 
Now, we know the ſpecitical Deacons were Minilters of meats and drinks to the Poor, it was their pro- 
per work, for this very end they were choſen, and for no other, as appears evidently in the A&s and 
therefore Ignatins ſaying, Not the Miniſters of meats and drinkg, dixeQly excludes ſuch Deacons, and the 
word Diaconos muſt neceſſarily. be taken in the larger ſenſe, and relate to the Presbyters before mention- - 
ed, therefore pleaſe them in all things, being the Miniſters of the Myfteries of Chriſt, not of meats and 
drinks for the Poor. Whoever underſtands the Greek, and will {ce, muſt needs ſee the truth of what I 
affirm. But Petavizs intoxicated” with this Spiritual Order of Deaconhip, turns all this round quite an- 
other way, according to the working of his fancy. And ſo he doth ſome places of Scripture, as little 
to his purpoſe as this. He tells us,out of the As, that Philip and Stephen, both Deacons, were Preach- 
ers of the Word, that is a Spiritual Work, therefore belongs to a Spiritual Order.; Iwould gladly know - 
who informed Petavizs, that Philip who preach'd to the Eunuch, and afterwards went about preach- 
ing, to others, was Philip the Deacon, and not rather Philip the Apoſtle, as ſeems tp.me far more prg- 
bable ; for Philip the Deacon was by his Office to reſide at Feruſalem and take! care of the Poor; .thi- 
ther the Alms of the Faithful were ſent, to relieve the Saints at Feruſalem. But you farthes-urge, Sure- 
ly Stephen was a Deacon and let Philip alſo it you pleaſe, x bgnihies little to the purpoſe. Sure, I can 
_ ſhew out of Scripture, Preachers, that were in no Spiritual Order, nether Presbyters, nor Deagons 'nei- 
ther; as Aquila,and Priſcilla his Wife too,and Apollo likewiſe,to whom they both preached and infirud- 
ed him more fully, ſure. they did net ordain Apollo a Deacon, nur can I believe any of the Apoſiles. or- 
dain'd him a Deacon, and ſent him forth to preach, before he was well catechiſed in the Word; he was 
not'fo much as baptized in Chrilt, but knew only oE. Baptiſm of 7obn 3 if not, baptized, ſurely,ng MW 
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dained Deacon, yet he prevailed and mightily convinc'd the Fews. It is in reaſon ſirange, thoughin 
pradtice common, to ſee how men wedded to an Opinion, think whatever they read ſpeaks to that 3 
fo Fathers, Doftors, all clink as they think. In the primitive time, all both Men and Women, did 
preachy the Goſpel, taken in a large Senſe, as St. Peter calls Noah, a Preacher of Righteouſneſs 3 that is, 
they endeavoured to inftrudt all they converſed with, in the Faith of Chriſt and Godlineſs, for which 
many both men and Women ſuffered Martyrdom, Wherefore though Phzlip/the Deacon and Stephen 
preach the Goſpel, it ſignifies nothing to the Spirituality of the Deaconſhip, ſeeing that thouſands 
of Lay-men and Women alſo did the like. And ſo the Apoſiles laying their hands on thoſe choſen 
to be Deacons, ſignifies as little to this purpoſe. Do not we find that Pal laid his hands on the 
converted Diſciples at Epheſus, and they received the holy Ghoſt, and prophelied ; yet none of them 
ordained either Presbyter 0x Deacon. And ſometimes the Apoſtles laid their hands on thoſe that were 
already ordained, both Presbyters and Apoſtles alſo, as on Barnabas and Paxl, when they were ſent 
forth to preach, This laying of hands was a Ceremony uſed on ſeveral occaſions, I need not mention 
more, 'they are obvious to any that read the Scripture, "Tis evident then from Scripture, that the 


firſt Inſtitution of Deacons, was a mere Lay-office, I will not ſay a prophane Office, ( as ſome” too 


roſsly and irreverently have termed it) but a pious and honourable Office in the Church of God, to 
erve Tables, to take care of God's Poor 3 but (as I have ſhewed) in proceſs of time it became quite 


- another thing, and ſo different from the original Inſtitution, as it made Chryſoftom, and divers other 


great and good men, doubt whether the Apoſtles did riot conftitute two ſorts of Deacons, ſome for 
this Lay-office, ſome for Spiriutal-offices ; Had Chryſoſtom conſulted only Scripture, he would never 
have doubted nor dreamt of two ſorts of Deacons, there being no mention at all but of one; but he 
ſeeing the practice of the Church (which he was unwilling to condemn) ſo different from that one 
Apoftolical Inſtitution of Deacons 3 this ſo confounded the good Man, that he knew not well what 
to make of it, and willing to piece Scripture and the preſent practice together, to put a new patch 
upon an old Garment, made the Rent wider, rending the Deaconſhip in two pieces, which of old 
was but one, only to ſerve Tables; which Office he that uſed well, purchaſed to himſelf a good de- 
gree, a good Eſteem, and ſo it might be a recommendation to the degree of Prieſi-hood, though no 
neceſſary ſtep to it. And ſo we find that holy Deacon and moſt renowned Martyr St. Lawrence, was 
made a Prieſt, but continued after wards in that ſame office of Deacon unto Death, which he ſuffered 
in's moſt cruel manner, laid on a Grid-iron over Coals, rather than he would give up the Treaſary 
of the Church, and Alms of the Poor, to the covetous cruel Tyrant. This holy Deacon Petavius brings 
to prove, that Deacons, by virtue of that Order only, did miniſter in holy things, telling us, that 
St. Ambroſe mentions how he did diſtribute in the Lords Supper, the blood of Chriſt to the Commu- 
nicants under Biſhop Xiftus. Whereas St. Ambroſe tells us how he conſecrated the blood of Chriſt, 
which plainly ſhews how untruly Petavizs deals with us, and that St. Laxrence was a Pricft, not a bare 
Deacon for neither Petavins, nor ever any allowed Deacons the Conſecration of theſe ſacred Myſteries. 
Wherefore ſeeing the Scripture allows Deacons, as Deacons, no more than ſerving of Tables for the 
Poor, whatever elſe Miniftration is allowed ther, is by humane Authority, not divine, and their 
office or order, which you pleaſe to call it, being about Temporal things, muſt be Temporal, not 


Spiritual, And fo I leave them to their proper office of ſerving Tables, not finding in Scripture any 
thing more belonging to them. E | | 


>. 


C onceruing Confirmation. 


"JOnfirmation or ſome ſuch thing is ſo neceſſary, that for want of due Execution thereof, perſons 
\, Extreamnly unfit are admitted to the holy Table of the Lords Supper. I fear a quarter of the 


'*  Communicants of this Nation do not ſufficiently underſtand the true meaning of theſe holy My- 
ieries, the due preparation for them, the Benefits and Damages, in worthily or unworthily receiving 
them: This I affirm upon Experience, having by way of diſcourſe, Queſtioned many both of low and 
high Degree, where one would little expect ſuch Ignorance. And by reaſon of this groſs Ignorance 
in'due preparing, and conſcientious receiving this bleſſed Cordial and Medicine of the Soul (of power 
in it {elf to cure all our Diſcaſcs if rightly applied) is turned into our Deſtruction and Danmation of 
the Soul. For this holy Sacrament rightly apprehended, would: firike a Terror into the Soul and 
a dread of Sin, but men receiving it without any regard into their ſinful Souls, the Beams of Grace 
which this Sun of Righteouſneſs brings with it, harden their dirty Hearts, and make them afterwards 
unſenſible of any horrid Abomination whatſoever. And all this is occaſioned by the want of ſome fit 
Perſon of Authority,” to examine Youth of all Degrees, ever ſo high or ever ſo low, before they are 


adrnitted to the-Lords Table. For there being many poor ignorant Curates, many unconſcientious, 


careleſs Miniſters, many over-awed by the Superiour quality of their Pariſhoners, ſome cannot, ſome 
will not, ſome dare not ſearch into the requiſite Abilities of perſons to be admitted. All which was 
prevented in the Primitive times of Chriſtianity, when able and holy Biſhops were deed, and there- 


. fore reverenced and obeyed in all ſpiritual Matters by the greateſt as well as by: the leaſt, Theſe dili- 


gently and publickly before the Congregation at ſet-times in the year, chiefly at Eaſter, examined all 
FD | " thoſe 
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thoſe who had been converted to the Faith from infidelity that- year, andall thoſe, who, baptized in, 
the Faith, deſired Admittance to the Lords Tablez and upon Approbation. and Coptixmation. of the, | 
Biſhop, fit perſons only were publickly baptized by him, and at the Church-door,. afſoqn as Church-, 
es were built, where the Baptiſtery was placed, and then brought into the Church and, admitted to 
the Lords Table : And no inferiour Miniſter did either baptize os adminifer the: holy -Communiong 
unleſs it were by the Biſhops order on urgent occaſions, Theſe things are. very well known. to the 
Learned, who are converſant in Ignatius his Epiſiles, Zuftin Martyr, Tertallian, Cyprian, and. othes ſuc- 
ceeding Writers. And in ſhort, nothing was done of any moment, as is plain in Jgnatizs, but by the 
Biſhops directions. But at length, the number cf Chriſtians growing, great, and multitudes, of Chil- 
dren daily born, and an Opinion growing up alſo, that it was abſolutely neceffary. for the Salvation 
of Children, not only to be baptized, but alſo to receive the holy Communion betore Death;. it was 
impoſfible for the Biſhop to be at hand to perform all.or to give particular, order for all 3 Neceſlity for- 
ced every Prieft in his Cure, to perform theſe Offices. Yet in proceſs of time, the opinion, of the 
neceſſity for Children to receive the holy Communion before death, declining, and few. ox none ad- 
mitted till the age of Diſcretion, and the neceſſity of Baptiſm 3 for Children ſtill continuing, .the:Biſhop 
ſuffered (till all Miniſters to baptize, but reſumed to themſelves again, the-Power of Confirming ani 
Licenſing Youth to the holy Communion. And Biſhops only for a long time executing this Office, 
it grew by degrees into an Opinion, that Biſhops only were capable to.do it, and that Confirmatian 
was a Sacrament, and ſuch a Sacrament as inferiour Prieſts, ſuppoſed then alſo to be of an. inferious 
Order, were not to meddle with. What Errors will men, yea learned men, carried along with a 
croud, ſlide into, not willing to ſtand in oppoſition with a Multitude, eſpecially when countananced 
by the Biſhop, their Superiour. And then ſucceeding learned men, having in their Infancy. ſucked in 
the Error, continue it in their riper learned years, and endeavour to defend it as a certain Truth z and 
at laſt it paſſeth for an Article of Faith, neceſſary to be believed. Thus have laid out before you the 
txue State and Progreſs of this buſineſs of Confirmation. et Bohn 

"Now I pray conſider firſt; Suppoſe Confirmation to be a Sacrament, and to be adminifired by the 
Biſhop only, and none to be admitted to the Lords Table till confirmed : How is it poflible for a Bis 
ſhop of ſo large a Dioceſs, as ſome of ours are (ſome extended three or fourſcore miles, many fo 
or fifty) perſonally to confirm half the Youth in a Dioceſs, if he duely examine each one,, as is mg 


” ” . 


fit and neceſſary, We ſee how this is performed in their triennial Vilitztionsz not a quazter of thale 


who are admitted, ever come to the Biſhop, and yet the crowd is great 3; What is then done to thaſg 


that come? They are asked by the Biſhop, whether they believe, and will perform thoſe things (5 
God-fathers and God-Mothers affirmed and promiſed for them at their Baptiſm? They: anſwer, Yes, 
and ſo are confirmed : But what thoſe things are, whether they undeiftand .and can, giye 2 good : 
count of thoſe things, not a word of this. Oh! but the Curate who preſents tholg Children ay 
Biſhop, aſſures him that they are fully inſtru&ed for it; "this: is the thing we complain | of,  and,dehixg 
tobe redreſſed; that'it may not be left to the Diſcretion and Care of every Cyrate, {eeing what pity» 
ful Creatures are by them admitted. And do we notſee ſometimes. ( the Curate defiring! to pleale 
the fond Mother) Children confirmed ſo young as cannot without a Miracle be of a Capacity to-uny 
derftand thoſe divine Myſteries. Beſides, it may often happen, that a pious Child well fitted. for the 
holy Sacrament, and perchance being weak, earneſtly defires it before his Death, yet muſt ſtay fomg 
years till next Viſitation, or take a long Journey to the Biſhop, for which he may want Stxength, gs 
means to ſupport him. But in the primitive times the Biſhops confirmed every year 3 their Diocels 
alſo was very narrow, ſo that acceſs to him was quick and eaſie, and the work was as ealie to the Bi- 
thop, yea and ealic alſo to the inferiour Curate to inſirudt and prepare them for Parents and Maſters _. 
did then according to their bounden duty ( the great negle& whereof in theſe days will tind fore Pys 
niſhment at the latt day) made it their chief care to inſtruct their Servants and Children from theis-In« 
tancy, in the Principles of Religion. 

You ſee how impoſſible it is for a Biſhop in a large Dioceſs and triennial Viſitation, to perform this 
neceſſary work as it ought, and therefore in the {econd place conſider, how neceſſary it is for the Bi- 
ſhop to appoint ſome diſcreet, conſcientious Miniſters (as our Dean Rurals ſhould be) in ſeveral Cir- 
Cuits, to examine and licenſe to the Lords Table: for I paſs it as granted, that Confirmation is no 
Sacrament, and if it were, why may not Priclis, not Biſhops, perform it? Certainly there 1s not one 
word in Scripture forbidding it, or any colourable pretence againſt it, nor can I diſcover the leaf 
ground of reaſon to forbid it 3 inferiour Miniſters pertorming other Offices ſuperiour to it; and certain- 
ly equal to it, though it were a Sacrament, which our Church denzes; © There is nothing inthe woxld 
can be pretended, but that in the Beginning Biſhops did only perform it. To this 1 anſwer, That 
from the very beginning there were no other Prieſts but Biſhops, as I have ſhewed you, and then Bi- 
ſhops did all other Miniſterial Duties, Preach, Pray, Baptize, Catachize 3 and in ſucceeding Ages, when 
there were ſeveral inferiour Prieſts not Biſhops, all but confirming was ever tranſmitted to them 3 and 
to Deacons alſo preaching, praying, and Baptizing, nay baptizing tolerated in neceſſity, to Midwives 
(I would gladly ſee any tuch thing in Antiquity) and ſhall Confirming, the meanclt of all: theſe, be 
denyed Prieſts ? You will tell me, there have been Decrees in ſome Councils, to forbid it : and will 
you be bound up to all the decrees of Councils, without Scripture or ;any Reaſon for them? If ance 
we leave Scripture, and hearken to the doctrines of men, ever ſo tholy, ever {o Leazned, yer 19 
primitive, we ſhall ſoon be wheedled into the Papiſts Religion, and many other Erxoxs, —— 


(28) 

piſts themſelves now reje&, as I have declared at large before,and therefore Ig forbcar ſaying more now to 
this purpoſe, but proceed,to a third Conſideration, What will be the belt means to prepare Youth for 
the receiving the Holy Communion in every Cure, and then preſent them to ſuch as are appointed to 
Licenſe them. | | 

© In the firſt place; I humbly conceive it will be neceſſary to add unto the Catechiſm, a ſhort and plain 
Paraphraſe upon every Sentence in the Creed, the Lords Prayer, and ten Commandments, and particu- 
larly toexplain every unuſual hard word therein. For thoſe general Queſtions at the end of them do not 
{ ſufficiently open the Underſiandings of the weaker, or duller Youth, as that they know how to apply 
thoſe Generals to each particular Sentence 3 but many Youths, who can moſt readily ſay the Catechiſm 
to tittle, yet underſtand many words no more than if they were Greek,, and ſcarce are able to give 
you the meaning of any Sentence in their own words : And although they have all perfectly by heart, as 
we fay, yet have very little in their heads and underſtandings; and ſo a Parrot may be well nigh as ca- 
pable of the Lords Supper, as ſome of thoſe, - 

" In thenext place, I muſt tell you, That I fear as much Miniſters of the beſt Parts, as thoſe of the 
-meaneſt, for this neceſſary work of Catechizing, left both have the ſame Effe&, though they a&t ex- 
tremely different, the one talking non-ſence, the other above common ſenſe, both of them confounding 
the brains of the poor Youths, who underſtand neither of them. I have heard ſome Learned Miniſters 


| call the Youth together, ask a few Catechiſm-queſtions, which the Boys anſwering readily, are com- 


mended, and diſmiſſed : And then begins this Learned Man a profound LeCture, ſhaped according to his 
own large Dimenſions, at which, both Boys and Men alſo.for the molt part,gaze, as at a prodigious Mon- 
Ker of Learning 3 and perchance ſome of them ſay to themſelves, the ſame that Feſtus ſaid to St. Pat, 
The Man is beſides himſelf, much Learning hath made him mad. Sure he doth not know where he is, not in 


* an Univerfity-School of Divinity 3 but in an Aſſembly of weak and 4illy Youth ( who muſt be fed with 


Milk', and are not capable of flrong meat ) where it were better for him with St. Pal, to ſpeak, five words 
with bis Underſtanding, that by his voice he may teach others alſo, than ten thouſand words in an unknown 
Tongze; or in ſuch Engliſh, as they underſtand no more than an unknown Tongue. -I humbly beſeech 
theſe men to attend to the Form and Phraſe'of the Goſpel, and mark what kind of Matter and Lan- 
Sage the Divine Oracle uſed in Preaching it, even to the Learned Scribes and Phariſees, and tolearn of 

im who was lowly in heart, and came not to ſeek bis own Glory, but the glory of him that ſent him. I deſire 
them alſo to read the latter end of the firſt Chapter of 1 Cor..and the beginning of the ſecond, and learn 
from thence to ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in the weak and fooliſh way of Preaching, to infiruc and 
gain the weak and fooliſh, yet wiſe unto God. Really, no man that hath not made ſome experience can 
believe, how ſirangely weak and dull thouſands, both of Boyes and men allo, are in apprehending Spi- 
ritual Matters : ſo that a man hath need to fiudy much, how to fit their weak heads with a ſutable Difſ- 
courſe, and hath as much need of great Paticncealfo, to repeat every thing again. and: again, and even. 
beat it into their heads. I have obſerved, Plato's manner of many fhort. and, plain Queſtions and 
Anſwers to effe& much; and likewiſe familiar Similitudes from: things within their own occupation 
and knowledge. And now to encourage them to this toilſome work, I beſeech them to conſider, that 
the Souls of theſe weak, ſimple ones, colt our Saviour as dear as thoſe of the Philoſophers, and therefore 
are as dear to him, yea, it ſeems dearer, ſceing St. Pal tells us, in the place before cited, that he calls 
more of them to Salvation 3 and therefore they ought to be as dear to our Saviour's Minitiers, and tobe 
chiefly called and ſought by them 3 and then they ſhall be ſure to have their Reward from this our 
lowly Saviour. w_ | 

In the laſt place, I conceive it neceſſary to conſider, what courſe may be taken to bring all to Cate- 
chizing : for I have heard ſome pious Miniſters much complain, that they have uſed their utmoſt 'endea- 
yours, yet cannot effect it : and it can never be expected, that many of the Youth will come, unleſs 
compelled by Parents and Maſters; of whom, many are fo carcleſs, many ſo covetous, as they think 
every hour loſt which is not ſpent on their Worldly affairs : ſo that the Parents and Maſters need com- 
pullion as well as their Children and Servants. And conlidering how this neceſſary work of Catechi- 
zing hath-been negle&ed for many years paſi, it is much to be feared, that the Aged necd it as well as 
the- Youth. But would Parents and Maſters well conlider the great Advantages that would accrue to 
them, even in their Worldly Concerns, they would be very zealous to come themſelves, and both ſee 
and hear their Youth catechized, and bred up in Piety and Godlineſs: the want whereof hath bred that 
great undutifulneſs in children, that floth and falſeneſs of Servants, which we ſadly behold in this dege- 
nerated Age. And let me mention once again the ſtrict account Parents and Malters muſt give to God 
for {o great- neglect to thoſe committed to their charge. Wherefore, unleſs ſome fitter expedient can 
be found, I humbly conceive it would have ſome effect, if ſuch careleſs Parents and Maſters were not 


, admitted themſelves to the Holy Communion, who were faulty in this kind: : for though many of them 


are not very zealous of the Holy Communion, and could cafily paſs it by, yet for Reputation ſake they 
would not eaſily incur the being reje&ed 3 and doubtleſs many of them would be moved thereby, and 
the Example of ſome would be followed by others, and ſo by degrees the number, would increaſe: and 
when Catechizing, by this means, begins to grow in faſhion. 1t would quickly be taken up by all. God 
be merciful to us,that Religion in many is chiefly for fa(hion-ſake! yet, I hope, by God's alliſting Grace, 
Religion beginning, though but in faſhion, would end at lalt in true Devotion, at leaſt in many, if not 
in all. However, it is good that'God (ſhould publickly be gloritied, the Publick would ſpeed the bet- . 
ter for.it, though the private Hypocrites ſuffer Puniſhment. in the end, - God in his mercy turn their 


hearts, that they may eſcape. = ; Of 
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Of Church Government. 


Y lall Particular which remains yet to be handled, is that of the Authority of Biſhops;to goveth 
as well as to ordain. And in the firfi place, who can but wonder to ſee men {o zealous in 

| aſſuming to themſclves the ſole Power of Ordination, ſo much negle&, and even wholly a+ 
bandon the power ofthe Keys, that of Excommunication, ſo high and ſo dreadful; which, though 
by great abuſe in latter times is made very contemptible, yet in the original Inſtitution and primitive _ 
Practiſe, was very terrible: A power to deliver men over unto Sat2n, that Prince of Darknels,/ to take 
full poſſeſſion of their Souls, and ſometimes of their Bodies alſo, both being ſentenced thereby to the 
everlaſting Flames of Hell, and likewiſe a power to rcleaſe penitent Souls from the Chains of Datknels, 
and ſlavery of the Devil, and reſtore them to the glorious liberty of the Sons of God ; whereby they 
are made Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven. If there be any thing under Heaven fit to flir upthe Am» 


bition of mortal men, .yea an Ambition in Angels themſelves, ſure this is it. Who can forgive Sins 


but God alone? Said the Fews to our Saviour Chriſt, ſwelling with Indignation againſt him for this, 
though they had ſeen many divine Miracles wrought by him, yet this is ſo peculiar, ſo tranſcendent 
a divine aCct,as not to be offered at by any but the great-God Fehovah himſelf. But blefſed for ever be this 
preat and gracious God, who by his Eternal Son Chriſt Jeſus, hath given this Power unto men. As 
his hcavenly Father ſent him with this power, ſo ſent he his Apoſtles with this Power, ſaying unto 
them, Whoſe ſoever Sins. ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and whoſe ſoever:Sins ye retain, tbey are- 
retained : Wherefore if there be any thing in the Office of a Biſhop to be Rood upon and.challenged 
peculiar to thernſelves, certainly it ſhould be this yet this is in a manner quite relinquiſhed unto thetr 
Chancellors, Lay-men, who have no more Capacity to ſentence or abſolve a Sinner, than to diffalve 
the Heavens and Earth, and make a new Heaven and a new Earth, and this pretended Power -of 
Chancellors, is ſometimes purchaſed with a Sum of Money, their Money periſh with them. : Good 
God ! what a horrid abuſe is this of the divine Authority. But this notorious Tranſgreffion is excu- 
fed, as they think, by this, that a Miniſter called the Biſhops Surrogat, but is indeed the Chancellors 
Servant, choſen, call'd, and placed there by him, to be his Cryer in the Court, no better, that 
when he hath examined, heard, and ſentenced the Cauſe, then the Miniſter (forſooth) pronounce 
the Sentence. Juti as a Reftor of a Pariſh Church ſhould exclude avy of his Congregation, and lock 
him out of the Church, then comes the Clerk, ſhews and gingles the Keys, that all may take notice 


that he is excluded. And by this his Authority, the Chancellor takes upon him, to ſentence notan- 


ly Lay-men, but Clergy-men alſo, brought into his Court for any Delinquency, and in the Count'ot 
the Arches, there they ſentence,even Biſhops themſelves. This is a common practiſe in latter Ages, 
but,in St. Ambroſe his time, {o great a wonder, as with Amazement cryeth out againſt the Emperour 
Valentinian, when he took upon him to judge in ſuch cafes, ſaying, When was it ever heard of, fince 
the Beginning of the World, that Lay-men ſhould judge of Spirituals; ( he means in ſpiritual things, nar 
in temporal things, which by the Laws of God and Man, belongs to the Lay-magifirate). This:was 
that Ambroſe of whom the other great Emperour,; as good as great Theodofius, Father to this Valentini- 
an affirmed, Ambroſe only knew how to a the Biſhop : and with all Chriſtian Humility this great 
Ernperour ſubmitted to the Sentence of this godly Bithop, denying him Entrance into the Church, tar 
the Cruelty acted by his Souldiers at Theſſalonica by his Command : and upon his great Repentance 
and Pennance performed ſix Months together, and after publick Confeſſion in the Church, was again 
abſolved, and joytully received into the Church. Oh my great and reverend Fathers of the Church, 
the Biſhops, whom Chriſt hath cleaved to his high Dignity, whom he hath made Kings and Princes, 
whom he hath called to fit with him on his Throne, there to give Sentence of eternal Life or eternal 
Death, can you fo tamely part with this prime flower of your Crown, yea the very Apex of it, and 
ſuffer the Lay-members of the Church to uſurp this divine Authority ? Or how can you anſwer it to 
the chict Biſhop of our Souls, if any one Soul by the ill Management of the Chancellors ſhould 
certainly perith ? Shall not his blood be required at your hands? But perchance fome of you will:an- 
{wer, *Tis no fault of yours, but of your Predeceſſors, who gave ſuch Patents unto them, as by: vir- 
tue thereof they exerciſe this Power, will ye,nill ye. *Tis too true, and I remember when the Biſhop 
of Fells hearing of a Cauſe corruptly managed, and coming into the Court to red&ifie it, the Chan- 
ccllor Dr. Dxke tair and mannerly bid him be gone, for he had no Power there to a any thing, and 
there withall, pulls out his Patent ſealed by the Biſhops Predeceſſor, which like Perſeus (hicld with the 
Gorgons head, trighted the poor Biſhop out of the Court. Where are you Parliament-men, you great 
Sons of the Church, ſo zealous for Epiſcopal Government, yet ſuffer this principal part of it to be thus 
alienated and uſurped by Lay-men ? If an unordained perſon take upon him to pray or Preach, with 
what Out-cries and ſevere Laws, and with great reaſon alſo, you fall upon him z but if an.unordain- 
ed perſon.take upon him tojudge,ſentence, and excommunicate Biſhops themſelves, you calmly paſs it 


Over,take no notice of it. You will anſwer me, The Biſhops themſelves paſs it over,yea and pals it away 


trom themſelves and their Succeſſors for to gratific their Kinſnien, or their Friends or perchance for 
worſe, why then ſhould you ſtir in it? Truly, in this you have reaſon, and the blame moſt wholly 
light on them, who do not uſe all poſſible Endeavour, and implore your Affiftance alſo, to reQtfie 
this great Abuſe, which ſubverts the main Pillar of the Church-Government, this is no ceremonial 
matter, but the very ſubſiance of it, they ſirain at Gnats and ſwallow Camels. For Chancellors to 
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intermeddle in.Probats of Wills,payment of Tythes,or any other temporal matters,there isno Scripture 


n or reaſon to commend. but rather to condemn,Biſhops,ſhould they interpoſe in ſuch matters for which 


they have no Commiſſion from Scriptnre, but rather a Prohibition: from that ſaying of our Saviour, 
Man, who made me a Judge or a Divider over you ? But then it will be neceſſary, that Chancellors have 
alſo Power of Temporal Puniſhments, and not prophane that high and holy Power in ſordid earthly 
things certainly, a greater Prophanation than toconvert a Church into a Chandlers Shop 3 the Church 
is a bulk of earthly materials and holy only by Dedication; the power of it's Keys is in it's own na- 
ture and original Conſtitution, ſpiritual and divine : If Vzzs being no Levite ſuffercd death for laying 
hold on the Sacred Ark of God to ſupport and hold it up, what (ſhall he ſuffer, who being noconſecra- 
ted perſon, lays hold on the ſacred Authority of God to pull it down trom Heaven to Earth ? Let them 
conlider. EE | 

But let not the Civilians for this, account me an Enemy to their Profelſion, which no man honours 
more, and I heartily with much more of our civil matters were committed to their Management and 
amgron The Civil Law is that whereby moſt of the civilized World is govern'd 3 and if we will 

ave commerce with them, ?tis fit we ſhould have able Civilians to deal with them, which will never 
be, unleſs they have profitable and honourable places to encourage them for it; all that I beg of them 
is, that they would contain themſelves within their own Sphear of ACtivity, and not intrude into 
ſpiritual and ſacred matters committed by Chriſt and his Apoſiles to the Prietthood, And fol beg of 
Prieſis, that they would not intermeddle in Lay and Temporal Offices. In the time of Popery when 
Spiritual and Temporal Afairs were all intermingled and horribly confounded, as the Pope took up- 
on him ſecular and imperial Authority, directly contrary to the Word and Conſiitutions of Chriſt, 
{© the Biſhops and Prieſts under him intermeddled in all Secular Aﬀairs and Offices, and in this Nation 
Biſhops were frequently. Lord Keepers, Treaſurers, Chiet Juſtices, Vice-Roys, what not? Which is 
firangely un-apoſtolical and unlawful, their Vocatiqn being wholly Spiritual, as men choſen out of 
the world, ſhould have no more to do with it, chan df mere neceſſity for Food and Rayment, Where- 
fore to take upon them any Lay-office, which muſt needs take them off much from the Miniſtry ofthe 
Word and Prayer, is doubtleſs very finful : For 4s 6. we find the Apoſiles gave themſelves continu- 
ally to theſe, and would not endure to have thele interrupted by that charitable Office of taking care 
for the poor; certainly then they would have much leſs endured ; yea, abominated to be taken off by 
temporal and worldly Offices. And on this Occaſion, let me ſpeak a word to thoſe of the inferiour 
Clergy, who take upon them to ſtudy and practice Phylick for hire, this muſt needs be likewile {inful, 
as taking them off from their ſpiritual Employment 3 had they ſtudied Phylick before they entred holy 
Orders, and would after make uſe of their Skill among their poor Neighbours out of Charity ; this 
were commendable; but being entered on a ſpiritual and paſtoral Charge, which requires the whole 
man, and more, to ſpend their time in this, or any other Study, not ſpiritual, is contrary to their Voca- 
tion, and conſequently ſinful z and to do it for gain is ſordid,and unworthy their high and holy Call- 
Inge eceſſitas cogit ad turpia, the maintenance. of many Miniſters is ſo ſmall, as it forces them 
.even for Food and Rayment to ſeek it by other Employment, which may, in ſome meaſure, excuſe 
them, but mightily condemn thoſe who ſhould provide better for them : Whether this belongs not to 
King and Parliament, I muft humbly beſeech them in Chriſt's name ſeriouſly to conlider; I crave par- 
'don for this (I hope uſeful) Digreſſion, and return to the Buſineſs of Excommunication. 

This Sacred Authority of Excommunication being committed by Chriſt to the Apoſiles, by them 
to their Succeſſors, was uſed in weighty and very ſcandalous matters, very few examples of it inScri- 
pture : The inceſtuous Corinthian, Hymenus and Alexander, ſcarce another clearly expreft. The Apoſtles 
being fully guided by the holy Ghoſt in all things, 'did exerciſe this power lingly themſelves” but the 
ſucceeding Biſhops, having not the Spirit of that full meaſure, uſed the Aſſltance of the principal Cler- 
gy-in their Diocels, that the a& might be more ſolemn and authentick ; the perſon excommunicated, 
if he conceived the at injurious, appealed to one or more neighbouring Biſhops, who aſſembled to- 
gether, and diſcufling the matter, either confirmed or reverſed the Act, as they found Cauſe: And 

ometimes the matter proceeded ſo far as to cauſe an Aſſembly of the whole Province. But each 
Biſhop, or Prepoſitus (as St. Cyprian calls him.,and declares, that he) was abſolute in his own Diocels to 
exerciſe his power, and none condemned for uſing it, but only for abuſing it contrary to Reaſon and 
.Conſcienee ; theſe were the only rules they proceeded by at firft. Aftewards when Biſhops on this or 
'other occaſions met in Afemblies provincial or general,they made in it divers Canons,which paſſed for 
Rules and Laws to govern the Church by, which doubtleſs are very good helps to bridle the extrava- 
: gant Paſſions of particular men, very apt in this corrupt Age to prevaricate yet I cannot conceive them 
fo far obligeing but new emergent Circumſiances'may juſtly cauſe new and different Decrees yet ſo, 
. as every particular Biſhop is obliged for” Peace ſake -to ſubmit to, or at leaſt to acquieſce in the general 


. Decrce of that Nation where he lives: I ſajd, They are not bound entirely to ſubmit to the Decrees 


- of former Councils, cither provincial or general 3 becauſe, as I have ſhewcd before, all their Decrees are 

\ humane, not divine 3 and all humane Eccleſiaſtical Laws, are alterable, according to the time and oc- 
cations, by other General Councils. | | FN 

As to the bounds of each Biſhops Dioceſs, they were occalioned ſeveral ways, The Apoſiles, for the 

| better ſpreading of the Goſpel, preach't it tixft in the principal Cities, which generally had great Influ- 

ence upon the adjacent parts, by reaſon that the Occaſions of -moſt call them thither 3. and in theſe Ci- 


ties they ſettled the chict Paſtors of the Church,with power toordain Presbyters and Paſtorsin otherleſſer 
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(31). 
Cities and Towns round about,as the Congregations of the Faithful increaſed;.and all thoſe Churches 
that were ere&ed, and Paſtors eſtabliſ'd in them by theſe Apoſiolick men in the chief Cities (I humbly 
ronceive, in reverence of their worth, and Apoſtolick Authority ) were freely obſervant and ſubje& to 
them, which afterwards, out of cuſtom,grew into a kind of Right challenged by their Succefſors. Some- 
times the Authority of the Paſtor, or Biſhop of a City, was enlarged, according to the Temporal Autho- 
rity of the ſame, it being the Metropolitan of this or that Countrey 3 for ſo we find in the Council of 
Nice, and other Councils, the chiefeſt and largeſt Authority given. to the Biſhop of old Rome, becauſe it 
was the firſt Imperial City 3 to Confantinople, as the ſecond Imperial City 3 to Alexand\iz, as the chief Ci- 
ty of that part of Africa 3 to Antioch, Feruſalem, Epheſus. Corinth, Philippi,&c, where you ſee that though 
Feruſalem were the firlt City from whence the Goſpel iflued forth 3 Antioch the ſecond City where the 
Goſpel was planted, and where the Faithful were firſt called Chriltians 3 yet Rome, Conſtantinople, and 
Alexandria were preferred before them, and had far larger Juriſdiction 3 ſo that it is a mere huwane, 
temporal matter, and men have no farther obligation to it in Conſcience, than for Peace-ſfake and Or- 
der, which in like manner obliges every man to be ſubject to all Magiſtrates within their reſpe&ive 
Juriſdictions. | Spar 
There are yet two things more to be conſidered in this Buſineſs. Firſt, Where the A*-oftles firſt 
planted the Goſpel in Cities, with Authority over the adjacent parts,it was in rich,Populous Countreys, 
where Cities were much nearer together than in theſe Northern Parts, and the circuit of each City was 
much le(s in compaſs, ſo that the Biſhop might well have the InſpeRion into all, and'underſiand the 
behaviour of cach Paſtor under him, to admonilh and chaſiiſe when there was'cauſe, Whereas, with 
us, partly by great diſtance of Cities, partly by the favour of former Princes, ſeveral Towns being caſt 
into one Dioceſe, they became fo large, as *tis impothble any one Bilhop ſhould have a ſufficient In- 
ſpe&ion into them. As I ſaid before of great Pariſhes, ſo here of Dioceſes, the Biſhop knows not 
the Names nor Faces of half, or a quarter of them, much leſs their Behaviour, he may have as well a 
part of France in his Dioceſs to govern. And, as for their Triennial and Circuity Viſitations, they 
fignifie juſt nothing as to this 3 *tis a mere money buſineſs, to pay: Procurations to the Biſhop, Fees to 
Chancellors, Regiſters, &-c. the Biſhop indeed uſually makes a Speech unto them, and a Sermon is 
preach'd by ſome one of them, wherein, perchance, good Admonitions are given ; but what know- 
ledge can the Biſhop by this have of their Lives, or Do&trine, or Diligence? It he continue long there, 
he may learn a few more Names or Faces, ſcarce any thing more, I humbly conceive this ought to 
be redreſſed, and the Dioceſe brought into that compaſs, that each Biſhop may be a Biſhop in Govern- 


ment, as well as in Title and Authority over them. But- if the Dioceſes be divided leſs, and Biſhops; .. 


more increaſed, where ſhall we have maintenance for ſo many Biſhops, ſome having too little already ? 
When ever I ſhall {ce the Clergy of this Nation, Congregated by his Majefties Authority, reſolved in 
good earneſt to reform and eftabliſh.all, according to the holy Conftitutions of the Primitive Times, 
and come to this laſt mentioned, contraQting the Bounds, and in number increafing, the Dioceſes, anf 
Biſhops for them,VIl undertake to propoſe wayes both Rational and Conſcientious, of providing conve# 
nient maintenance for all; but I defire to be excuſed at preſent, Jeſt greedy Harpics make if Ute of. 
my zealous Intentions.” - 257 0FY a 
And fo I proceed to conſider a ſecond Abuſe in Church Government, which is Exempt JuriſdiRi-' 
ons, a thing altogether unknown to Antiquity, and brought in by Papal Tyranny. The Popes, at the 
height of their uſurped Dominion, taking upon themſelves to be Head of the Chriſtian Churches, to 
be the Univerſal Biſhop thereof, and all other co be but their Curates, took then upon them alſo,among 
other matters, to exempt fromthe Power of any their under Biſhops,whomſoever they pleaſed. Andout 
of Policy to have the more Creatures and Vaſſals immediately depending on them in every Kingdomand 
Nation, to tickle for them with Kings and Princes on all occafions, did, for the moſt part, exempt all 
Monaſteries ( who,withxtheir near Relations and Tenants,made a great part of the Kingdom ) from'the 
Juriſdidion of the Biſhop , they exempted alſo ſeveral Deans and Chapters, ſeveral peculiar Chappels, 


ſeveral Arch-Deaconries, and others 3 and ſome of theſe were endowed with Archiepiſcopal JurifdiQi- 


on in their Precin&s, wherein they aed whatever they pleaſed, without controul of any but their Pope- 
ſhips: All which would have appeared a confuſed madneſs in Primitive Times, when, for any Perſon to 


have been out of- the Juriſdiction of all Bilhops, was to have been quite out of the Church, and would 


have been look'd upon as a Heathen and Infidel, according to the Primitive praQtice in all Apes, till Pas 

pal Uſurpation. And thereforeall theſe Exempt Juriſdi&ions are mere Papal; and, if duely examined, 
will be found oppoſite to the eſtabliſhed Laws of this Kingdom, fince the Reformation from Popery, as 

they are dire&tly oppoſite to the Primitive Canons of the Church,before Popery was known or heard of. 
And by reaſon of theſe Exempt Juriſdi&tions, great Diſputes and great Frauds ariſe between he bop 
and them, and the poor Clergy areſo pill'd and poll'd by them both,that they are forC'd to go in thred- 
bare Coats, whilſt the ſeveral Officers of both grow fat and fair by Fees extracted from them. Where-' 


fore, I humbly conceive, the Biſhops, with the reſt of the Clergy.are bound in Conſgience to implore the 


Aſlifiance of both Houſes of Parliament, to Petition His Majeſty for the redrefs of 'theſe'Abuſes, by pious 
Laws, Setling the Church-Government in the Primitive Purity and Authority, which moſt'evidently 
was very great, and as greatly reverenced Biſhops being the Perſons to whom Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
committed the Souls of Men, bought with the precious Blood of Chriſt, to whom be Glory, and to his 
holy Spouſe, the Church, be all Sacred Authority for ever. Amen, | 
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(32) 
A Charitable Admonition to all Non-conformifts. © © 


| Y beloved in Chriſt, you ſee how earneſtly I have pleaded for you to the Fathers and Govern- 
M ours of our Church, that they wpuld graciouſly condefccnd to aboliſh ſome Ceremonies in the 
Church, that they may receive you into it z but yct I have no great hopes that they will heark- 
en to me, you your ſelves for whom I plead, deſtroy my hope 3 for they preſently dath me in the teeth. 
ſaying, Go rather and perſwade the Sons in duty to ſubmit to their Fathers, than Fathers to. yield to 
Sons 3 and can you deny but of the two you are rather to ſubmit ? You think to cxcuſe this by ſayipg, 
Were it not againſt your Conſcience, you would ſubmit, but you dare not for fear of diſpleating God, 

| his holy Word forbids you 3 I beſeech you ſhew me in his holy Word, any one clear ſentence, againtt 
any one Ceremony commanded in our Church 3 .you ſce plainly 1 am not biaſs'd to any one Ceramo- 
ny, and I am ſure I have read the Scripture all over ſeveral times,and, humbly conceive, *tis no Pride 
of Heart,if I think I underſtand Scripture as well as you zand for my part I cannot find any one condemn- 
ing Sentence in Scripture. But you have the Spirit of God cnlightening you, which 1 want; by this 
Rule you may affirm any thing out of Scripture,and I thould be as mad in diſputing againſt you,as you in 
affirming its. *tis madneſs for a blind man (as you conceive me to be ) to diſpute of Colours ; therefoxe 
if you are ſo void of all Reaſon, as to expect your bare afhirmation, that you have Light, you ought to 
convince all Gain-fayers 3 I ſhall not tzouble my ſelf or you, to gainſay you farther, but addreſs my felf 
to others, who ſoberly undertake to ſhew me ſuch Texts, as an unbia(s'd Chriflian, willing and deji- 
rous:to-ſubmit to all Scripture- Truths, / as I am (ure Iam _) may diſcover the truth of them 3 and I 
delire thoſe ſober undertakers to ſhew me any one ſuch clear Text to-cxcule their Non-conforming, as 
T ſhew them for their Conforming : Submit your ſelves to every. Qrdinance of man, &c, 1 Pet, 2, 13, and, 
Obey them that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit, Heb. 13. 17. Thete are as clear as the Sun, that you 
ought to obey : Now, if the Text you bring benot fo clear, but doubtful, I beſeechyou, is your Conſci- 
ence ſo bold againſt a clear Text,and ſo timorous at a doubtful Text? is this Religion or Reaſon ?. Is it 
not apparently Wilfulneſs and Faction ? I beſeech you, my Brethren, take heed of thus difſenbling with 
God and the World, or take heed of giving your ſelves up to thele deluſions of a miſtaken Spirit. Hus 
mility and Obedience are - evident marks of the Spirit 3 Learn of me, faith Chriſt, Matth. 11.29. for I 
am meek, and lowly in Heart : God refiteth the proud, and giveth Grace to the humble. Wherefore, I beſeech 
you, firſt, put on the Lord. Jeſus Jeſus, with all humility, that he may give you the Grace of. his Holy 
Spirit, to diſcern clear Truths from conceited fancical Errours, Secondly, I beſecch you conſider, whe- 
ther of the twa it be not ſafer to err-in the way of Humility, than to err in the way of Pride, which 
makes it doubly damnable, void of all excuſe, ( I ſay this, becauſe, you think, or pretend to think, our 
Way erroneous, not that I have any ſuch ought or doubt ) whereas the Humble Soul hath great.ex- 
Fuſe to plead 3 and'it Charity cover a multitude. of Sins, ſure Humility will cover ſome 3 a Soul cloathe 
ed with Humility, can't cafily be diſpleaſing to our humble Saviour z but cloathed with Pride, can ſcarce 
be acceptable, but rather hateful, lik#he proud Phariſee, with all his enumerated Virtues 3 and, my 
Brethren, *tis moſt evident, your Spirit ſavours ſomething of the Phariſee, magnifying your own Holi- 
e5,and deſpiſing all others as Publicans and Sinners, and refuſing all communion with them 3 where- 
& the Holy of Holics our Lord Jeſus, choſe chiefly to converſe with ſuch 3 really, I -can't but think 
your caſe very dangerous on this account only, were there no more to accuſe you of. Thirdly, I befeech 
you to conſider the great miſchief you bring upon this Church and Nation, by your Separation from. 
the.Churchz You, pretend to be the great Zelots-againſt Popery, and yet give me leave to (ay, Your ine 
diſcreet diſobedient Zeal mainly brings itn 3 your Separation, and many tollowing Diviſions, have 'cay- 
ſed many to abhor our Church, and turn to Popery, and doubtleſs you are to give an account to God 
fox the ruine of thoſe Souls 3 for I can never yield, that you have any reaſonable and trye conſcientious 
caule of Separation, but merely miſtaken-Reaſon and Conſcience, which 1 much pity, but no way ap- 
proves and therefore I mult lay the advance of Popery to your charge, to your Separation z for I am 
{ure *tis the main ſnare wherewith they catch unſtable Souls, perſwading them our Church is not gui+ 
ded by, the Spirit of Truth, ſeeing it is confounded by the Spirit of Divition, it cannot be of God, whe 
i; both Verity and Unity. Now, though it be well known to the Learned, that their Church hath-nei- 
_ ther Verity nor Unity, yet this is not diſcernable to weak Souls: eſpecially here, in this Gountrey, 
Where their Church is under a Cloud, and therefore their toul ſpots nothing ſo viſible as abroad, whese 
It walksbare-fac'd,but are here,by their Prieſts,cither with great contidence deny'd,or with great cunning, 
| I guiſcd. Wherefore again I moſi carneſily humbly beleech you, for Jeſus ſake, put on our Lord Jeſus 
in all qty and Obedience, ſubmitting your ſelves to the Ordinances of thoſe Superiours and Pow- 


ers which God hath ſet over you; and it, out of mere Humility and Obedience, youQonform, though 
you were guilty. of ſome Errour therein, (I am confident there is. none, yet were' it ſo ) my Soul tor 
Po guilt {hall never be laid to your charge by our moſi gracious Saviour, and molt merciful 


Judge, Chrili Jeſus our Lord : to whom be all Honour and Glory, for ever. Amen. R_ 


tt $5 


FINIS. 


— —-- NN "Fo, bi 


CONGRATULATORY 
To the REVEREND 


Dr John Tillotſon. 
UPON HIS - 
PROMOTION 
| T-Q--T-H E | 
AROR-LPIS0G045 G8 
O'F-- 


CANTERBURY. 


RE ——_—_ Lee ON 


By Mr. TUTCHIN 


—_—_— — 
jp I IN —— —_ ———— 


— : 


LONDON 
Printed for VW. Haite. MDC XCL 


